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****FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE****

04 July 2006

MANGO TO HELP SRI LANKAN AID AGENCIES IMPROVE THEIR ACCOUNTABILITY AND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
 =

UK accountancy charity Mango is to help Sri Lankan aid agencies strengthen their financial systems as they work to rebuild areas devastated by the tsunami.

Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations) in a new initiative will be working alongside the international agency Christian Aid.

Christian Aid works with small, Sri Lankan organisations which, until the tsunami, were more used to running small-scale projects. Public donations to the UK’s tsunami appeal were massive – raising £350m. Mango and Christian Aid want to ensure that these partner organisations remain able to cope with the funds, account for them properly and retain this expertise for the future.

Mango is the UK-registered charity that exists to help Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs), including all the major aid agencies, to strengthen their financial management in the field.  It has been supporting a number of agencies in their Tsunami response throughout 2005/6 to ensure that funds are handled appropriately, so that effective assistance can be provided to the millions of people affected by the disaster.  It has provided financial staff, training and specialist tools and guides to help aid agencies apply the highest possible standards of financial management in their response.
Anthony Morton-King, Christian Aid’s Tsunami Programme Manager, said “The tsunami raised very large funds for Sri Lanka - 10 times more per year than we usually have to spend in the country. 

“In this new initiative, Christian Aid and Mango want to ensure that when the tsunami funds run out, our partners are capable of explaining how they spent this money in a way that new donors unfamiliar with their work, such as the UK’s Department for International Development or the European Commission’s Humanitarian Office, will understand and accept.” 

“We need to help them learn how to attract funding after the Tsunami programme comes to an end. Just like the DEC, DfID and ECHO have rigorous and specific reporting standards, but which follow their own different templates,” added Mr Morton-King.

Sara Holloway, a trainer from Mango will be seconded to Christian Aid and will work in the Sri Lankan capital, Colombo, providing technical and management support to Christian Aid’s Sri Lankan partner organisations. 

Ms Holloway is a highly experienced financial manager. She has worked with large and small NGOs in Kenya, India, Uganda and across Southern Africa. Sara qualified with the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants (CIMA) while working with United News and Media in the UK and the US. Before moving into the NGO sector, she also worked with other blue chip commercial firms and Nuffield Hospitals.
 
Most recently before Mango, Sara was Regional Finance Advisor for Save the Children (UK). Based in South Africa, Sara travelled to six countries in the region, advising finance teams on best practice in financial management. Sara has also worked on major humanitarian responses in Gujarat, India and on long term development programmes in Kenya and Uganda.
For the last two years, Sara has worked as a Financial Management Trainer for Mango. She has run 42 courses and trained more than 500 people in 10 different countries.  

The Sri Lankan partnership with Christian Aid will provide Sara with new challenges and greater autonomy. She will be based in Sri Lanka for a minimum of one year, training finance staff and other trainers to be able to deliver their own training to international NGOs and national Sri Lankan NGOs.

Alex Jacobs, Mango’s Director said, ”Mango is thrilled to be working with Christian Aid, providing practical support to NGOs in Sri Lanka. The partnership of Christian Aid’s established presence and Mango’s expertise in financial management means that we should be able to have a real impact, helping NGOs use funds effectively and accountably.”
Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity founded in 1999 and based in Oxford that exists to help Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) work more efficiently and effectively. We work to strengthen their financial management, so that they can make the best use of every pound they are given. Mango is unique in its particular mission, putting accounting skills to use in providing:

· Practical training 

· Qualified financial staff

· Specialist tools and guides

· Consultancy services, including evaluations of major humanitarian relief programmes

· Forums for NGO staff to share their experience and identify good practice.

Mango works with all the major international NGOs, including household names such as Oxfam, Save the Children, Christian Aid, ActionAid, the British Red Cross Society, CAFOD, Tearfund, World Vision and their partners. 

For further information on Mango, visit www.mango.org.uk
Christian Aid has spent £5 million in Sri Lanka helping more than 35,000 people to rebuild their lives after the tsunami.  It is working with 14 local organisations in Sri Lanka to deliver long-term relief and rehabilitation. To date the tsunami programme has:
· Repaired and rebuilt 1,500 homes

· Helped more than 5,000 people back into work

· Offered counseling services to 3,500 people living with the effects of trauma
· Helped 12,000 children return to school with school books, bags and uniforms

Christian Aid is an agency of the churches in the UK and Ireland that works wherever the need is greatest – irrespective of religion or race. Because we believe in strengthening people to find their own solutions to the problems they face, we support local organisations, which are best placed to understand local needs. We strive for a new world transformed by an end to poverty and we campaign to change the rules that keep people poor.  For further information about Christian Aid’s tsunami response, visit www.christianaid.org.uk/seasia/index.htm
For further information, please contact:

Mango: Denise Joseph: djoseph@mango.org.uk or +44 (0)1865 427323
Christian Aid: Rachel Stevens: rstevens@christian-aid.org or +44 (0)207 620 4444
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