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 ACCOUNTANTS HELP IN TSUNAMI CRISIS

Mango is supporting aid agencies in their relief efforts to ensure that funds are handled appropriately, so that effective assistance can be provided to the millions of people affected by the disaster.

Mango exists to help aid agencies work more efficiently and effectively. It helps strengthen their financial management, so that they can make the best use of every pound they are given.

Mango is the centre of expertise for financial management in the Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) sector. We work with large and small NGOs all round the world, providing:

· Practical training

· Qualified financial staff

· Specialist tools and guides

· Consultancy services, including evaluating major humanitarian relief programmes

· Forums for NGO staff to share their experience and identify good practice.

The Asian Tsunami Disaster response shows how important these issues are. Recent evaluations of previous emergency responses note in particular the importance of employing of competent finance staff in the field from the outset.

Mango aims to assist NGOs in the recruitment of experienced finance and accountancy personnel, who are committed to contributing their skills to relief and development organisations.  

Mango runs a register of pre selected accountants and finance managers to work with NGOs working in humanitarian aid and development. 

As international NGOs planned their response to the Tsunami, a number of aid agencies contacted Mango to help them source accountants to go at short notice to ensure that funds are utilised effectively and systems run efficiently.

Mango register members currently working in the region:

Diane Penn

Diana is a qualified management with 15 years post qualification experience in offshore finance centres, including Bermuda and Guernsey.  In 2002, Diana volunteered as an accountant for 9 months with Raleigh International in Chile and Costa Rica. She gained valuable cross-cultural and team building skills during this very different experience. It also inspired her to contribute her skills in a more committed way. She undertook additional training to help her prepare for working with INGOs and ensure that her skills could be adapted to a field environment. In 2004, Diana was selected from Mango’s register to join Oxfam GB as a humanitarian support accountant.  After induction and briefing she was deployed initially to Sudan from where she was redeployed at short notice to Banda Aceh in Indonesia.

Nicola Beattie

As a newly qualified accountant Nicola joined Voluntary Service Overseas in 1999.  For two years she worked as a finance manager for a local community-based organisation working to improve nutrition in South Africa.  After this Nicola spent a year working for the Irish aid organisation Concern Worldwide in Pakistan, managing the accounts for Concern’s programme to assist Afghan refugees.   In 2003 Nicola undertook a Masters Degree in Development Studies from the University of Leeds.  Having left her interim finance job in Dec 04, she was available for rapid deployment. 

In the days following the crisis Merlin contacted Mango for additional assistance with identifying finance staff available at short notice. Nicola was recruited by Merlin (healthcare in crisis) to working in Sri Lanka on 17 January for an initial 3-month contract while longer-term needs are assessed.  

Paula Downey 

Paula became a qualified management accountant in 1997.  Over the last 12 years she has obtained a range of finance experience in various multinational corporations in the UK, Australia and the USA.  Before qualifying, Paula volunteered for four months in Bangladesh, where she worked with disabled children. In 2004 Paula headed up a community project in east London, sponsored by her employer Coca-Cola Great Britain.  In 2003 she joined Mango’s register and a year later she joined a landmine campaign organisation and spent a challenging 3 months working in Sudan.    She has just returned from a break in Asia and will be traveling to Sri Lanka in the next two weeks as a finance delegate for the British Red Cross.
Terry Gould
Terry has 40 years experience working in finance within the construction industry and the European Commission.  He has worked overseas for much of his career and is currently based in Ethiopia. Terry’s first assignment through Mango was in May 2004, when he spent 2 months working for Save the Children UK as the Support Services Manager of the East Africa Regional Office in Ghana.  When news of the Tsunami came through Terry was one of the first register members to volunteer to travel to the Tsunami affected region. Terry is currently undergoing his induction at HelpAge International (HAI) head quarters in London and will fly out to Sri Lanka later on this week.  HAI is a UK-based global network of members and partner organisations working in over 80 countries, with the corporate mission of improving the lives of disadvantaged older people.  

Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity, which puts accounting skills to use for international humanitarian aid and development NGOs (non-governmental organisations) like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

 

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.
 

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

 

Contact

For additional information please visit our website www.mango.org.uk
Or contact Lucy Markby on lmarkby@mango.org.uk or 01865 433342. 
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