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ACCOUNTANT HELPS RECONSTRUCTION EFFORT IN SRI LANKA  

Accountant, Terry Gould flew to Sri Lanka last week to work with HelpAge International (HAI) on their relief and reconstruction programme following the Tsunami disaster.  Terry will work for six months as HAI’s Sri Lanka Finance Manager, during which time he will be responsible for all financial aspects of the organisation’s relief and reconstruction programme in that country.  

HelpAge International (HAI) is a UK-based global network of members and partner organisations working in over 80 countries, with the corporate mission of improving the lives of disadvantaged older people.  Help the Aged UK and HelpAge International work together to bring about a world where disadvantaged older people achieve a lasting improvement to their lives.  Help the Aged provides core funding to HelpAge International, and is also a leading partner of HAI’s global network of not-for-profit organisations.  

In the month since the tsunami struck, HelpAge International in partnership with HelpAge Sri Lanka (HASL) has provided immediate relief to 10,000 people in Sri Lanka.  Many of the victims of the disaster are older people who have been left to care for orphaned grandchildren and who are struggling to come to terms with what has happened. These people will need help for many years. 

Relief efforts are now turning from relief to longer-term reconstruction and development.  HAI/HASL operations are focusing now on identifying older people in need and supplying goods to help them not only survive, but rebuild their lives and the lives of their families.  HAI/HASL is supplying food, clothes and temporary and permanent housing for families headed by older people, as well as equipment to help them restore their livelihoods, such as fishing nets, carpentry tools, hand looms and sewing machines.  They are also working to provide disability aids for older people, such as glasses, walking sticks, frames, wheelchairs and social, emotional and psychological support to these people who have experienced such tremendous loss.  

During the next sixth months Terry will take responsibility for the financial and management accounting support functions of the programme.  His work will include the establishment of effective procedures and systems for financial management and control, the production of regular financial reports, management of cash flow, management of thorough and effective budgetary control and the training of local finance staff.  Terry’s will cover a vitally important function of the HAI/HASL programme in Sri Lanka that will enable it to operate efficiently and effectively.  

Terry has 40 years experience working in finance within the construction industry and the European Commission.  He has worked overseas for much of his career and is currently based with his wife in Ethiopia.  In 2001 Terry decided to join Mango’s register of accountants.  Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations) is an Oxford based charity that aims to help strengthen the financial management of NGOs.  One way in which this is achieved is by assisting NGOs in the recruitment of experienced finance and accountancy personnel, like Terry, who are able and willing to work in challenging field-based conditions.  

Terry’s first assignment through Mango was in May 2004, when he spent 2 months working for Save the Children UK as the Support Services Manager of the East Africa Regional Office in Ghana.  It was Mango that linked Terry with HelpAge International for his second assignment in the relief and development sector.  

After undergoing an induction at HAI head quarters in London Terry flew to Sri Lanka last week to start the work.  

Terry says, “I have now been here for two days and the overwhelming feeling of everyone here is that we can work together and make this important programme a success”  

Mango is currently working with several relief and development organisations in order to source high quality finance personnel who are able to go to Sri Lanka, India and Indonesia in the next weeks and months in order to help respond to the Tsunami disaster.   

If you would like to join the relief effort in Asia, please contact Mango on financestaff@mango.org.uk   

Notes for editors:

Mango is a UK registered charity that puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Save the Children Fund UK all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Thailand and Botswana.    

Mango runs a register of accountants who are prepared to work with relief and development organisations all around the world.  Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. 
For more information on Mango visit www.mango.org.uk
Contact


For additional information please contact Chloe Angood, on cangood@mango.org.uk or (01865) 433342  
