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ACCOUNTANT PROVIDES SERVICES TO A VOCATIONAL CENTRE FOR YOUNG WOMEN IN GHANA 

Accountant Stuart Banks is currently undertaking an evaluation of a CAMFED project in Ghana.  The purpose of this evaluation is to assess the viability of a vocational training centre that aims to provide young women with skills to improve their livelihoods.   

CAMFED is an international charity whose vision is for each and every child to be educated, protected, respected and valued, and to grow up to turn the tide of poverty.  In a world where girls have least access to education, CAMFED is clear about its mission to place girls at the centre of concern.  

In response to the dearth of employment and training opportunities in the Northern Region of Ghana, CAMFED, in partnership with RAINS (a Ghanaian NGO) has embarked on a programme to establish vocational training centres to provide skills training to the young and unemployed.  During 1999-2000 three such centres were established.  Since this time experience has shown that rural communities, as well as young women themselves, are benefiting from the goods and services provided by young women as a result of their economic empowerment.    

At the hub of this network is the Mandela Development Centre, a flagship vocational training institution based in Tamale – the regional capital.  The purpose of the evaluation is to examine the long-term viability of the Mandela Centre operating as a commercial enterprise while simultaneously providing access to subsidised courses for low-income groups.    

Stuart’s role in this process is to review the Centre’s financial systems and management structure over the next two months.  He will then work with RAINS to develop a business plan that clearly defines the vision for the Centre and sets out specific practical steps to achieve its long-term sustainability. 

Stuart has extensive experience of working in finance and organisational development of NGOs both in the UK and in Africa. He has lived in Swaziland since 1986 and currently provides consultancy services to the private sector and NGO's.  Stuart says,

“Being involved in socially-useful projects gives me a sense of satisfaction, and also presents new challenges and experiences.”  

Stuart secured his role in Ghana through the Oxford based charity Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations). Mango’s register of finance professionals provides a resource to non-governmental organisations, such as CAMFED, to assist them in sourcing competent and experienced finance and accountancy personnel, who are capable of working in challenging field-based conditions.

Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity, which puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

 

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.
 

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

See also www.mango.org.uk
 

Contact
For additional information on our placement service please contact the Field Placements Team on 01865 433342, or email cangood@mango.org.uk.
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