****FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE****

Thursday, 14 August 2003

CIMA MEMBER APPOINTED FINANCE MANAGER FOR BAGHDAD HUMANITARIAN AID PROGRAMME 

On August 8th 2003, CIMA member Simon Nellist flew to Iraq to begin a three-month assignment in Baghdad as Finance Manager for the international aid organisation, CARE.

Simon secured this assignment through the placement service offered by the Oxford based charity, Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations). Mango’s register of finance professionals provides a resource to NGO’s (non-governmental organisations) such as CARE. Mango aims to assist NGOs in the recruitment of experienced finance and accountancy personnel, who are able and willing to work in challenging field-based conditions.

CARE has been been working in Iraq since 1991, focusing on water and sanitation, and children’s heath and education. In the current climate, security is a  significant concern. But in post war Iraq, CARE’s  humanitarian assistance in the country, is more vital than ever.

CARE Iraq’s Country Director, Margaret Hassan, explains: 

‘Iraqis need to feel that life is returning to normal. They need to feel safe and they need basic services like water, healthcare and electricity. Restoration of security and public services are fundamental.’ 

Simon’s role will be to assist in the financial management of the Iraq programme. He will be contributing his professional financial management skills gained from 10 years international experience including working with Cable and Wireless in Bahrain, Pakistan and Indonesia. 

In November 2002, Simon returned to the UK having been working in Chile for 18 months and applied to join Mango‘s register of accountants. His goal was to contribute his skills to help developing countries in a practical ‘hands-on’ way. 

Simon and his wife have recently been spending a lot of time in Australia building a house there. And, it is by strange coincidence perhaps that his first placement via Mango has been to join CARE Australia in  Iraq.  

Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity, which puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

See also www.mango.org.uk and www.care.org

Contact

For additional information please contact Lucy Markby on lmarkby@mango.org.uk or 01865 433342. 
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