****FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE****

Monday, 04 August 2003

CIMA MEMBER SECURES FINANCE ROLE IN KABUL

CIMA member Simon Ingram begins a yearlong assignment as Financial Controller for the Irish humanitarian aid organisation, GOAL. He will be supporting GOAL’s activities in the north east of Afghanistan, from the base in Kabul. 

Simon secured his contract through the placement service offered by the Oxford based charity, Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations). Mango’s register of finance professionals provides a resource to NGO’s (non-governmental organisations) such as GOAL. Mango aims to assist NGOs in the recruitment of experienced finance and accountancy personnel, who are able and willing to work in challenging field-based conditions.

GOAL has been operational in Afghanistan for two years.  The project Simon will work on supports internally displaced people in the northeastern city of Mazar-e-Sharif. Teams of GOAL staff are working to repair the shattered infrastructure and provide food for the hungry. The scale of the need in this country is enormous and the Afghanistan programme is GOAL’s largest operation since being founded in 1977. 

Simon’s role will be to assist in the financial management of the Mazar-e-Sharif programme. He brings to the role management accountancy skills acquired from five years of blue chip experience with Barclays Bank. Simon is confident that he will be able to rise to the challenge of the post: 

‘I believe that I have relevant experience that would enable me to be an effective contributor to GOAL’s activities.’

The 28 year old, CIMA member from Cheshire is equally candid about his motivations for entering the NGO sector:

‘I see the opportunity of working in such areas as a chance to move away from large blue chip organisations and their financial driven objectives…. to use my skills for far more rewarding and beneficial outcomes.’

Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity, which puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.
Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

See also www.mango.org.uk
Contact

For additional information please contact Lucy Markby on lmarkby@mango.org.uk or 01865 433342. 
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