* For immediate release *

ACCOUNTANTS PROVIDE FINANCIAL TRAINING TO RURAL SCHOOLS

IN SOUTH AFRICA’S POOREST PROVINCE

On the 20th July 2003, seven British accountants will leave the UK to spend five weeks training staff in very poor rural schools in the Eastern Cape Province of South Africa. They are participants in the “Phakama Schools Financial Management Training Programme”. The programme is an innovative partnership between two UK registered charities: Mango and Link Community Development.

The accountants will train head teachers and senior staff in accounting techniques like book-keeping and budgeting. This transfer of skills will mean that schools are managed better in the future. This means that more children from poor rural areas will get a chance to gain the education and qualifications they need to improve their lives. It also fits directly into the national framework set out by the South African Schools Act (1996).

The accountants are taking time out from their blue chip employers. They will live with families in rural South Africa and working with some of the poorest communities in South Africa. Schools there often lack basic facilities like enough text books, running water or even glass in the windows. Each participant has raised £2,500 towards the costs of the programme.

The accountants are:

	Colin Bailey ACCA
	Deputy Director for Strategy and Planning, Inland Revenue (N England)
	Leeds

	Noa Connolly ICAEW (student)
	Audit Trainee, KPMG
	London

	Paul Masters FCA
	Independent consultant in HR and training, ex-PwC partner
	Surrey

	Penny Peach ACCA
	UK Finance Manager, Harley Davidson
	Oxford

	Sue Hill CIMA (student)
	Financial Accountant,

Global Crossing UK
	Basingstoke

	Susan Forrest CA (Scotland)
	Corporate Tax Consultant, PwC
	Edinburgh

	Tom Hathaway FCCA
	Finance, HR and IT Manager, Shell
	Tehran (Iran)


This programme builds on the proven strengths of Mango and Link Community Development. Mango has recruited the accountants and trained them in financial management coaching. Link Community Development has set up the programme with schools and local education structures in South Africa.

Alex Jacobs, Mango’s Director, said “Mango is delighted to be working with Link on this highly innovative programme. The seven intrepid accountants will be using their hard won professional experience in a completely new environment 

. But the same basic finance skills are needed to manage Shell as a rural school: you have to plan carefully and keep track of how money is used.”


Anna Colquhoun, Link Community Development’s UK Programme Director said “There is a real commitment to investing in rural education in South Africa. By helping schools to work better, we can help provide new opportunities for children in some of the poorest areas there. The programme will be very challenging for the accountants personally - but also very rewarding.”
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Notes For Editors

1. Mango is the charity which applies the accountancy profession’s skills to international development. Lord Joffe (ex-chair of Oxfam) is the chair of Mango’s board. See also www.mango.org.uk.

2. Link Community Development improves education for children in South Africa, Ghana and Uganda, working with schools and government departments. See also www.lcd.org.uk.

3. Interviews and photos from South Africa available.
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