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Tuesday 21st April 2004

TWO ICAEW ACCOUNTANTS TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL TRAINING TO RURAL SCHOOLS IN SOUTH AFRICA’S POOREST PROVINCE

On the 17th July 2004, two British accountants, Stephen Blakeley and Paula Claisse, will leave the UK to spend five weeks training staff in very poor rural schools in the Eastern Cape Province of South Africa. They will be joining five other carefully selected accountants to participate in the second “Phakama Schools Financial Management Training Programme”. This programme is an innovative partnership between two UK registered charities: Mango and Link Community Development.  

Stephen and Paula will work hard during these five weeks to train local education staff in accounting techniques such as bookkeeping and budgeting. This transfer of skills will mean that rural schools in the province are managed better in the future.  As a result, more children from poor rural areas will get a chance to gain the education and qualifications they need to improve their lives. 

Stephen Blakeley is an ACA qualified accountant, having completed a three-year training contract with KPMG on 1st September 2003.  During his time with KPMG he gained broad audit experience and developed strong leadership skills.  Stephen also spent one year working as a volunteer for an international charity in South East Asia and Australasia.  Stephen will be taking up a position at the schools level in the Eastern Cape – training head teachers and senior staff in rural schools.  

Stephen said, “The Phakama programme will be a great learning experience for me, as well as playing an important part in assisting people to develop their skills and their communities in South Africa through education.”  

Paula is an ACA qualified accountant who has over six years experience working for KPMG in the UK.  Previous to this Paula worked as a lecturer, examiner and editor in taxation for ICAEW students.  Paula has had an interest in children in need in Africa for many years and is committed to trying to make a difference in poorer communities.  Paula will be working at the district level on the Phakama programme – training and advising staff in the district offices of the Department of Education in the Eastern Cape Province.

Paula said, “The Phakama programme is an excellent way of making a real difference in some of South Africa's poorest communities.  The opportunity as an accountant to use my skills to promote sustainable development was not one to be missed.”   

In the run up to 20th July, Stephen and Paula will receive high quality training from both Link and Mango to equip them for the challenges of working in a field environment.  All participants are also tasked with raising £2500 to contribute towards the costs of running the programme.  

Once on their placements, Stephen and Paula will live with families in rural South Africa and will be working with schools that often lack basic equipment and facilities such as textbooks, running water or even glass in the windows.  Both their accountancy skills and their cross-cultural skills will be put to the test in this challenging environment.

This programme builds on the proven strengths of Mango and Link Community Development. Mango has recruited the accountants and trained them in financial management coaching. Link Community Development has set up the programme with schools and local education structures in South Africa.

Alex Jacobs, Mango’s Director, said “Mango is delighted to be working with Link on this highly innovative programme.  These accountants will be using their hard won professional experience in a completely new environment 

”


Anna Colquhoun, Link Community Development’s UK Programme Director said, “There is a real commitment to investing in rural education in South Africa. By helping schools to work better, we can help provide new opportunities for children in some of the poorest areas there”
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Notes For Editors

1. Mango is the charity that applies the accountancy profession’s skills to international development. Lord Joffe (ex-chair of Oxfam) is the chair of Mango’s board. See also www.mango.org.uk.

2. Link Community Development improves education for children in South Africa, Ghana and Uganda, working with schools and government departments. See also www.lcd.org.uk.

3. Interviews and photos from South Africa available.
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