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HELPING THE POOR THROUGH ACCOUNTING IN SUDAN

ICAEW accountant Peter Last is about to leave the UK to work in Sudan as the Financial Controller of GOAL’s programme in that country.  He will return in April 2005, after a one-year period.  

Peter will be working for GOAL, an Ireland based humanitarian organisation dedicated to the alleviation of suffering among the poorest of the poor in the developing world.  GOAL has responded to almost every major natural and man-made disaster and catastrophe in the past 26 years and is currently operational in 16 countries in the developing world, of which Sudan is one.  GOAL’s work in Sudan centres around providing vital aid to people in need as a result of the 20-year conflict, which has divided the country in two.     

Peter is a Chartered Accountant with over 20 years experience including working as a tutor in accountancy for the Chartered Insurance Institute. He has travelled extensively across Egypt, Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Malawi, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia and South Africa and has been keen to transfer his accounting skills into the relief and development sector for some time.    

Peter says “Having experienced a rich variety of people and living conditions in Africa during 8 months of independent travel, I now wish to realise a desire to utilise my professional skills and experience for the benefit of others.”  

Peter secured his role in Sudan through the Oxford based charity Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations). Mango’s register of finance professionals provides a resource to non-governmental organisations, such as GOAL, to assist them in sourcing competent and experienced finance and accountancy personnel, who are capable of working in challenging field-based conditions.

Peter’s strong accounting skills, problem-solving skills and practical approach will all be tested to the full in the unfamiliar environment of GOAL’s Sudan country office.  Over the next year he will be tasked with preparing programme budgets, producing timely financial reports, monitoring spending and maintaining internal finance controls, amongst other duties, all of which are vital contributions to GOAL’s work in Sudan.  
Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity, which puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

 

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.
 

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

See also www.mango.org.uk
 

Contact
For additional information on our placement service please contact the Field Placements Team on  01865 433342, or email cangood@mango.org.uk or lmarkby@mango.org.uk  
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