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CIMA MEMBER PROVIDES FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SUPPORT IN SUDAN

CIMA member Paula Downey will soon be leaving the UK to join the organisation Landmine Action as a Finance Management Advisor in Sudan.  Paula will initially join the organisation for three months, during which time she will travel to Landmine Action’s 15 centres all over Sudan providing financial management services.   

Landmine Action is part of a network of agencies that work to save lives and livelihoods through the elimination of landmines and other explosive remnants of war. Landmine Action and its partners are active in advocacy, mine clearance, victim assistance, mine risk education, and research, both in the UK and affected countries.  

Landmine Action has a major humanitarian mine action programme in Sudan called the Sudan Landmine Information and Response Initiative (SLIRI).  SLIRI is a cross-conflict programme that is gathering data on the extent of the landmine problem in former conflict zones throughout Sudan.  By encouraging local people to report mine incidents or suspected mined areas to local SLIRI offices now, in advance of a peace agreement, a picture of the main problem areas in the country is already beginning to emerge.  This will provide vital information to prioritise mine action responses as time goes on.   

Paula became CIMA qualified in 1997.  Over the last 12 years she has obtained a range of finance experience in various multinational corporations in the UK, Australia and the USA.  Most recently Paula headed up a community project in east London, sponsored by her employer Coca-Cola Great Britain.  The objective of the project was to create a feasibility study and business plan to build a learning centre from recycled shipping containers in one of the most deprived areas of the UK.  This is not the first experience Paula has had of community work.  In 1995 Paula volunteered for four months at the Centre for The Rehabilitation of The Paralysed in Bangladesh, where she ran daily activity sessions for disabled children and coordinated regular patient literary classes.  It was here that Paula gained the desire to work in the relief and development sector, a desire which, years later, is being fulfilled.    

Paula secured her contract through the placement service offered by the Oxford based charity, Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations). Mango’s register of finance professionals provides a resource to NGO’s (non-governmental organisations) such as Landmine Action. Mango aims to assist NGOs in the recruitment of experienced finance and accountancy personnel, who are able and willing to work in challenging field-based conditions.
During her stay in Sudan Paula is tasked with visiting Landmine Action’s 15 local centers spread throughout the country.  Paula’s role involves reviewing financial systems across southern Sudan to ensure that the organisation is maintaining a high level of financial transparency and accountability.  During this time Paula’s finance management skills will be put to the test, as will her cross-cultural skills, and her ability to adapt to extremely diverse environments.  

Paula says: “This is a really exciting opportunity to apply my skills and experience to benefit an area of the world in urgent need.  Although I’m a bit apprehensive as to what will be waiting for me when I get there, I’m hoping that whatever challenges are thrown at me I will learn new and different skills from those gained in the corporate world and find this experience really rewarding”.

Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity, which puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.
Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

See also www.mango.org.uk
Contact

For additional information please contact Lucy Markby on lmarkby@mango.org.uk or 01865 433342. 
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