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FINANCE MANAGER JOINS RED CROSS EFFORT TO SUPPORT TSUNAMI VICTIMS
CIMA member Paula Downey is currently preparing to leave for Sri Lanka, where she will utilise her finance management skills to support tens of thousands of victims of the Tsunami Disaster.  For the next three months Paula will be working for the British Red Cross as a finance manager, as part of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement region-wide response.   

The Red Cross estimates that 200,000 people have been killed in the disaster, with more than 20,700 still missing. Some 1.2 million people have been displaced, while about one million are believed to be homeless.  Much of the region has been devastated, with millions of people having had their homes and livelihoods destroyed. These people continue to need clean water, food, shelter, sanitation and medical supplies. They will also need longer-term support to help them rebuild their lives. 

The British Red Cross is a leading member of the largest independent humanitarian network in the world - the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement – which is at the forefront of relief and reconstruction efforts in Asia.  On average, the British Red Cross is deploying five delegates a week to support activities in the affected areas.  Liz Postill, senior international personnel officer, said: “Since the disaster struck, we have sent over 35 delegates to the region. This is by far our biggest deployment of staff over such a short period of time.”

In Sri Lanka, where over 30,900 people have died and thousands more are missing, the Sri Lanka Red Cross continues its relief operations in the country with the help of the International Federation and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).  Relief is reaching tsunami-affected communities in the north and south of the country and work is going on to help people search for missing family members.  The British Red Cross has flown in specialist teams to help with the disaster response effort made up of experts in different fields, including accountants.  

During the next three months Paula’s finance and cross-cultural skills will be tested to the full as she establishes the financial management procedures and controls to ensure a high standard of reporting and accountability.  This kind of support is fundamental to ensure that the Red Cross programme is as efficient and effective as possible.  

Paula Downey is a CIMA qualified management finance manager with 12 years post qualification experience. After qualifying in 1997, Paula worked for blue chip multinational companies in financial management roles.  In September 2003 Paula joined Mango’s register of accountants.  Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations) is an Oxford based charity that aims to help strengthen the financial management of NGOs.  One way in which this is achieved is by assisting NGOs in the recruitment of experienced finance and accountancy personnel, like Paula, who are able and willing to work in challenging field-based conditions.  

Paula’s first assignment with Mango was in 2004, when she spent three months working with an organisation in Sudan, supported by Landmine Action UK, on a cross-conflict programme to gather data on the extent of the landmine and unexploded ordnance (UXO) problem in former conflict zones throughout Sudan.  After a short break Paula returned to the UK and was keen to get involved in the international response to the Tsunami disaster.  It was Mango who introduced Paula to British Red Cross for this, her second assignment.   

Mango is currently working with several relief and development organisations in order to source high quality finance personnel who are able to go to Sri Lanka, India and Indonesia in the next weeks and months in order to help respond to the Tsunami disaster.   

If you would like to join the relief effort, please contact Mango on financestaff@mango.org.uk   

Notes for editors:

Mango is a UK registered charity that puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Save the Children UK all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Thailand and Botswana.    

Mango runs a register of accountants who are prepared to work with relief and development organisations all around the world.  Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. 
For more information on Mango visit www.mango.org.uk
Contact


For additional information please contact Chloe Angood, on cangood@mango.org.uk or (01865) 433342  
