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FINANCE MANAGER HELPS STEP UP TSUNAMI RESPONSE IN INDIA     

CIMA member Paul Ssenyonga arrived in India just days ago, where he will spend the next ten weeks working for the Irish aid agency GOAL as part of their Asia tsunami response.    

GOAL is an international humanitarian agency that has been operational in India for the last 27 years, supporting local partner organisations in the delivery of emergency and development programmes. In the wake of the tsunami disaster on 26 December 2004 tidal waves resulting from the earthquake swept across the Bay of Bengal reaching heights of 3-10 meters and penetrating the mainland from 300 metres to 3 kilometres.  According to Government figures five districts in Tamil Nadu bore the brunt of the disaster with 5,995 lives lost, hundreds still missing and over 896,163 people affected through damage and loss of livelihood.

Since December 28th, GOAL, along with its local partners, has been implementing six projects in Tamil Nadu and Karakkal, providing 11,000 affected families with emergency food and non-food items, operating 20 community kitchens and establishing three medical teams providing health care and trauma counselling for affected families.  GOAL is now planning to implement a three-month cash for work programme as a means of giving much needed income and employment to individuals to assist them in the initial phase of rebuilding their lives. 

Paul was recruited by GOAL to operate as the programme’s Regional Financial Controller.  During the next ten weeks he will be responsible for providing oversight for the expenditure of all funds allocated to GOAL’s operations in Tamil Nadu and UT Pondicherry.  He is tasked with ensuring that all finance-related activities are well coordinated, carried out correctly and completed on schedule.  His work will include the preparation of monthly management accounts, the preparation of donor budgets and reports, monitoring expenditure within GOAL’s partner agencies in the region and ensuring that all necessary financial information systems and internal controls are in place. 

Paul is a qualified management accountant with 20 years post qualification experience, five years in local authority accounting the UK and 15 years as a senior accountant in the Commonwealth Secretariat in London.  He has much experience developing project related financial systems, donor acquittal accounting and the preparation of statutory, management and governance reports.  As he came to the end of his career in the Commonwealth Secretariat in 2004, Paul joined Mango’s register, determined to fulfil his ambition to work in the relief and development sector.  

Mango (Management Accounting for Non Governmental Organisations) is an Oxford based charity that exists to strengthen the financial management of NGOs (Non Governmental Organisations).  Mango’s register of finance professionals provides a resource to NGOs, like GOAL, to assist them in sourcing competent and experienced finance and accountancy staff, who will help them to manage their donor funds efficiently and effectively.    GOAL requested Mango’s help in recruiting a Regional Financial Controller for their India programme and Mango was delighted to put them in touch with Paul.  

Notes for editors:

Mango is a UK registered charity that puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Save the Children Fund UK all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Thailand and Botswana.    

Mango runs a register of accountants who are prepared to work with relief and development organisations all around the world.  Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. 
For more information on Mango visit www.mango.org.uk
Contact


For additional information please contact Chloe Angood, on cangood@mango.org.uk or (01865) 433342  
