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ICAEW member goes to Zambia to lend support to OXFAM’s ACTIVITiES 
Patrick Alix (ACA) has been sent by Oxfam to Zambia as part of his first deployment for 3 months to help manage the humanitarian response for those people affected by the severe drought in the southern and western provinces. The programme activities relate to livelihoods (seed distribution, crop rotation training etc) and public health promotion (water and sanitation works etc).

Patrick qualified in 2001 whilst working for Pannel Kerr Forster, having studied Economics and Economic and Social History at the University of Liverpool.  After qualifying as a chartered accountant he joined WWF for a 6-month conservation project in Indonesia. Since then he has been working as a Donor Fund auditor in Paris.

In Aug 2002 Patrick joined Mango’s register of accountants and was looking for a secondment opportunity from his employer at the time:

“ The Mango register provides an ideal way of working in the field of development and humanitarian assistance on a secondment basis, without having to leave my current employment.”

In September Patrick was offered an opportunity to audit ECHO’s (European Commission Humanitarian Office) NGO partners which provided him with valuable insight into the financial management of  NGOs from head office level.

When Oxfam sought Mango’s assistance in the recruitment of accountants to join their team of Humanitarian Support Personnel in early 2003, Patrick was a keen candidate. In addition to his professional qualifications, he had gained some international experience and had good language skills to contribute.

“We are really happy with the service that Mango provides us in sourcing high quality finance staff for our humanitarian programmes”, said Eve Rodgers, the Administration and Finance Co-ordinator for Oxfam’s Humanitarian Department.

Patrick is now working in Zambia providing financial support to Oxfam’s activities there. As an HSP (Humanitarian Support Personnel), Patrick provides valuable financial management support to the Zambian drought response programme, which ensures that this crucial programme is managed in an efficient manner.

Notes for editors:

Mango is a UK registered charity that puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

See also www.mango.org.uk.
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