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Friday 22nd July 2005
FINANCE MANAGER PLAYS LEADING ROLE IN EMERGENCY OPERATIONS IN NIGER

INSEAD student Nick Abrahams is using his university holidays to save lives in Niger. Nick is an MBA student at INSEAD in Paris. With five years experience of working on relief programmes and French language skills he could not sit back and watch Niger’s tragedy unfold from a distance.

A month ago Nick joined Save the Children UK (SCUK) to play a key role in the implementation of the emergency response to widespread starvation.  Nick joined SCUK’s emergency team to help establish their feeding programme and will remain there for another month to ensure that the emergency programme is well underway.  

The West African country of Niger is facing a humanitarian crisis following a lethal combination of poor rainfall in 2005 and a locust infestation.  SCUK’s nutrition and medical teams have found shockingly high levels of malnutrition amongst children.  Toby Porter, Director of Emergencies, says, 

"Without urgent assistance a quarter of the country’s 12 million people will go hungry, and as always children are especially vulnerable. Our emergency team is working hard to ensure that the most vulnerable children are given the best chance of survival." 

SCUK’s emergency team in Niger is focusing on providing children at risk of acute malnutrition with the treatment they urgently need.  They are targeting food and health activities to reach the malnourished and their families, including operating a Feeding Centre from where they are providing "Plumpy Nut" (a peanut-based paste) to children at risk. The high protein food supplement is part of an intensive, controlled feeding programme for moderate and severely malnourished children and their families. 

Nick is operating as the team manager for Save the Children’s programme in Maradi, one of the two regions where the organisation is operating.  He says that the number of children needing food is rising rapidly.      

"All I see is a lot of children who need urgent assistance and I want to get it to them as soon as possible. We also need to get rations to their families, so their older brothers and sisters avoid severe malnourishment."  


Nick is a 32-year-old Finance Manager from Sussex.  After spending one year teaching English as a foreign language in Japan, Nick joined Merlin, a UK based relief and development organisation.  Over 5 years Nick worked with Merlin initially in the London head office in logistics and programme support roles and then transferred his skill and knowledge to programme locations in DRC, Russia, Ivory Coast and Tajikistan. Over this time he look on increasing responsibility for financial management and became a financial controller.  During this time he undertook a foundation course to help prepare for CIMA exams. 
Nick’s varied and solid experience in relief combined with his ability to speak French, will stand him in good stead as he works to provide an effective response to the food crisis in Niger.    

Nick secured his position with Save the Children with the help of Mango (Management Accounting for NGOs).  

Mango is a UK based charity that aims to help strengthen the financial management of NGOs.  One way in which this is achieved is by assisting NGOs in the recruitment of experienced finance and accountancy personnel, like Nick, who are able and willing to work in challenging field-based conditions.  Save the Children requested Mango’s help in finding a suitable finance professional at short notice and Mango was happy to put them in touch with Nick.  Four days later Nick was on his way to Niamey to help set up Save the Children’s operation there. He has been able to achieve a great deal in a short time and in a much broader role that he was initially recruited into!

Nick describes his experience in Niger:

‘Mango may be a Finance NGO, but if you're on their register and you find yourself in a first phase emergency you could end up doing anything. My role out here has been team-leader in the field with the sole objective of starting operations as quickly as possible. I've been rehabilitating an office, filling warehouses full of food, hiring a fleet of trucks and vehicles, recruiting a team of 40, and meeting with the local government administrators, the ministry of health and local communities to help us implement this feeding programme.’
Mango is currently working with several relief and development organisations in order to source other high quality finance personnel who are able to go to Niger to help respond to the food crisis in the coming weeks and months.  

If you have a proven track record in a finance function and international experience, preferably in a relief and /or development environment, please visit our website to find out how you can get involved: www .mango.org.uk 

Notes for editors:

Mango is a UK registered charity that puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Save the Children Fund UK all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Thailand and Botswana.    

Mango runs a register of accountants who are prepared to work with relief and development organisations all around the world.  Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. 
For more information on Mango visit www.mango.org.uk
For additional information please contact Chloe Angood, on cangood@mango.org.uk or (01865) 433342  
