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ICAEW member goes to Goma to lend support to OXFAM’s ACTIVITiES in the DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO
Mike Kostyn (ACA) has been sent by Oxfam to Goma, in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Mike will use his professional finance skills to help Oxfam manage the humanitarian response for those people affected by the appalling conflict that has been raging for years. The vulnerability of the people around Goma was worsened last year as the result of a volcanic eruption that destroyed approximately 30% of the infrastructure and displaced thousands of people. 

Mike qualified with a big 4 firm in the UK, having studied Economics at Manchester University.  Since qualifying he has spent nearly 2 years working with NGOs; initially with Raleigh International in South America, as interim Head of International Finance with the British Red Cross Society in London. 

In July 2002 Mike joined Mango’s register of accountants and within a few short months had been placed by Mango with Oxfam’s team in Zambia. Eve Rodgers, Oxfam’s Administration and Finance Co-ordinator for the Humanitarian Department, said: 

“We are really happy with the service that Mango provides us in sourcing high quality finance staff  for our humanitarian programmes”
Mike was keen to contribute his finance and administration skills providing a sound financial reporting and monitoring base for a multi-year, multi-donor programme, which aimed to improve the sustainable livelihoods of many thousands of people in rural and devastated industrialised regions.
“My experience working for Oxfam in Zambia proved to be challenging and a valuable initial step in making a permanent move into the humanitarian aid sector.”

Having demonstrated his skills in Zambia, he applied to join Oxfam’s Humanitarian Support Personnel team when the opportunity arose in April 2003. He took time out of his briefing to talk to a group of Mango register members about his experiences and career to date. He highlighted the vital role that Mango has played in enabling him to transfer his skills to the aid sector. Eve Rodgers also commented on Mango’s training course saying that:

“The members of the Mango register we have recruited have a good mix of professional and interpersonal skills and lots of enthusiasm for working with us. We also find Mango’s training courses excellent and aim to send all humanitarian accountants on their ‘Getting the Message Across’ course.”

As an emergency accountant Mike will be utilising his professional finance skills wherever Oxfam has the greatest need. He will travel frequently, often at short notice, to work in an emergency response capacity, setting up financial systems to ensure that Oxfam uses it resources effectively during times of crisis. Mike talks of the challenges and choices he has made:

“This position is incredibly challenging and I know I will be stretch – it’s a opportunity to develop in ways that I had not previously imagined. As a career move, I would not say that this was an easy choice. What it is, though, is something that speaks from my heart and fulfils me incredibly. It is a wonderful feeling to realise that I can use my skills in a way that really satisfies me – something I often wondered about whilst I sat behind my desk in the city.”
Notes for editors:

Mango is a UK registered charity that puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

See also www.mango.org.uk.
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