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Tuesday 20th April 2004

ACCA ACCOUNTANT TO WORK WITH DISASTER VICTIMS IN HONDURAS

Martine Panton will be leaving in a few weeks to work for one year as the Financial Controller of GOAL’s programmes in Central America. 

GOAL is an Irish based international humanitarian organisation dedicated to the alleviation of suffering among the poorest of the poor in the developing world.  GOAL has been working in Honduras since Hurricane Mitch devastated large areas of the country in November 1998.  Emergency operations were also expanded to El Salvador following the January 2001 earthquake.  

Since those initial emergency relief operations, GOAL activities in the region have included housing reconstruction for over 750 families and rehabilitation of 12 schools, 11 water supply systems and 500 wells.  GOAL has also modified its strategy to tackle development and rights based advocacy issues. 

The purpose of Martine’s role as Financial Controller is to manage the financial function of the GOAL programmes in Honduras and El Salvador.  This will include the preparation of monthly management accounts, budgets for proposals, donor status reports and monitoring levels of GOAL expenditure.  Martine will also be working with GOAL partners to monitor financial activities and ensure that internal controls are set up properly and maintained.  

Martine qualified as an ACCA accountant in June 2000, after which she gained several years of valuable post-qualification experience in the private sector.  Martine said,

“I am motivated by challenges and the opportunity to assist with improvement and development in other environments”  

It was this motivation that led Martine to join Mango’s register of qualified accountants in August 2003.   This register provides a resource to non-governmental organisations, like GOAL, to assist them in sourcing professional finance personnel to work in challenging field-based conditions.  Mango took the specific requirements of this post for GOAL and put forward a list of suitable candidates from the register, of which Martine was found to be the best fit.   

Martine is delighted to be travelling to Honduras to start her new position.  Her problem-solving skills, her positive, practical approach and her ability to work as part of a team will all be tested in the field during the next year as Martine seeks to enhance this important work of GOAL in Central America.  

Notes for editors:

Mango is a UK registered charity that puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

See also www.mango.org.uk.

Contact


For additional information please contact Chloe Angood (Field Placements Officer) on cangood@mango.org.uk or +44 (0) 1865 433342. 
