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ACA ACCOUNTANT USES HIS SKILLS TO HELP INTERNATIONAL CHARITY IN HONDURAS

Martin Otley will be going to Honduras later on this month to work for one year for the Irish charity, GOAL.  Martin’s role will be as the Financial Controller of GOAL’s programmes in Honduras.  

GOAL has been in Honduras since Hurricane Mitch struck in 1998, and has since remained in the country in a rehabilitation and development capacity.  In the capital, Tegucialpa, GOAL works with local organizations providing support to child labourers in the communities around the cities dumps. Supporting over 800 children, these programmes promote education and HIV/ AIDS awareness.   In the rural areas of La Mosquita and Yoro, GOAL supports local NGOs who are involved in disaster preparedness and mitigation programmes. 
Martin will join GOAL’s existing team, which is made up largely of local people, in order to manage the financial function of the programme.  His responsibilities will include the preparation of monthly management accounts, budgets for funding proposals, donor status reports and the monitoring of expenditure.  Martin will also be working with GOAL’s local partners to monitor financial activities and ensure that internal controls are set up properly and maintained.  The support that Martin will provide to GOAL in Honduras will be key in ensuring that the programmes continue to run efficiently and effectively.  

Martin became a Chartered Accountant in 2004.  He has four years experience working as an auditor with Deloittes in London.  During this time he worked on a variety of UK NGO audit teams.  As well as his strong accounting skills, Martin also has excellent language skills.  He studied Hispanic Studies and Business Studies at Sheffield University and as part of his degree spent one year teaching English as a foreign language in Argentina.  During his time in Argentina he gained valuable cross-cultural experience and had an opportunity to learn to speak Spanish.  This experience also gave Martin a taste for living and working in the developing world, an ambition that he has since held on to.  

Earlier this year Martin attended a Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations) training course called “Introduction to Field Finance”.  Aimed at accountants based in Head Offices, or those who have little experience of the relief and development sector, this course helps accountants to transfer their skills to the NGO environment. It covers the challenges and practicalities of accounting in field-based operations, including cash accounting systems, internal control, multiple donor reporting and the impact of cultural differences.  Attending this course confirmed to Martin that the time was right to pursue his desire to head back to the developing world.  He therefore applied to join Mango’s register of accountants.   

Mangos’ register provides a resource to NGOs (non-governmental organisations), like GOAL, to assist them in sourcing professional finance personnel to work in challenging field-based conditions.  Mango took the specific requirements of this post for GOAL and put forward a list of suitable candidates from the register, of which Martin was found to be the best fit.   

Martin is very much looking forward to joining GOAL’s Honduras team later this month.  During his year in Honduras Martin’s Spanish language skills and his cross-cultural skills will be put to the test as he lives and works in a completely new, and sometimes challenging, environment.  

Martin says, “I’m really excited about heading off to Honduras with Goal; it’s a great opportunity to achieve many long-held desires, not least making a real contribution to the fight against global poverty. It’s a win-win situation as I will be able to apply many of the skills I have developed working in practice to help Goal get the most out of their resources, as well as learning new and transferable skills myself.”

Notes for editors

 

Mango is a UK registered charity that puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like GOAL, Oxfam and Save the Children Fund UK all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Thailand and Botswana.    

Mango runs a register of accountants who are prepared to work with relief and development organisations all around the world.  Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. 
For more information on Mango visit www.mango.org.uk
For additional information on our placement service please contact Lucy Markby on lmarkby@mango.org.uk or 01865 433342. 
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