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8 December 2005

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AID AGENCIES TO BENEFIT FROM NEW ‘BEST PRACTICE’ GUIDES TO FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT LAUNCHED TODAY BY UK CHARITY MANGO WITH SUPPORT FROM PRICEWATERHOUSECOOPERS 

 =

London – As the first anniversary of the Asian Tsunami approaches, UK charity Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs)) launches three new ‘best practice’ guides to help aid agencies strengthen their financial management so that they can make the best use of every pound donated.

Gareth Thomas MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for International Development, will speak at the launch later today, hosted by PricewaterhouseCoopers in London.

Aid agencies are handling unprecedented amounts of money in their work around the world. The Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) appeal raised over £350m for the Asian Tsunami Disaster alone. Since October, a separate DEC appeal for the Pakistan Earthquake has raised £40m.

Previous evaluations carried out for the DEC have described how this quantity of funds brings specific financial management challenges for aid agencies. By improving their financial management, aid agencies can substantially increase the effectiveness, efficiency and accountability of their operations.

Mango, a UK-registered charity, exists to help NGOs, including all the major aid agencies, to strengthen their financial management. 

Mango is launching three important new publications which are expected to set a new standard in easily accessible practical financial management guidance for NGOs:

· Mango’s new on-line Guide to Financial Management for NGOs (www.mango.org.uk/guide).

· Practical Financial Management for NGOs – a distance learning CD Rom.

· Financial Management for Emergencies – a survival guide for humanitarian programme managers (www.fme-online.org).

The publications are based on extensive practical experience. They are specially designed to make it easy for busy NGO staff to apply good professional practice in the different circumstances they face – including the stress and difficulty of a first phase humanitarian response. The launch will be attended by representatives from many NGOs and donors.

Alex Jacobs, Director of Mango, says: “We are thrilled that Gareth Thomas MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for International Development, has agreed to speak at the launch of Mango’s new publications. Last year, NGO staff from over 100 countries downloaded over 20,000 copies of Mango’s publications. Now we have revised and updated our guidance. This important launch marks a new level of support that Mango can provide to NGOs all over the world.” 

 “We are particularly grateful to the European Commission Humanitarian Office, Oxfam GB, CAFOD and the British Red Cross Society for providing generous support for these publications, and to PricewaterhouseCoopers for supporting this launch.”

Caroline Holt, Head of International Finance at the British Red Cross Society commented:   "The scale of international humanitarian assistance delivered by the British Red Cross Society continues to increase year on year in both short and long term crises. We are committed to making sure that we use the funds that donors entrust to us as effectively and efficiently as possible. Mango's publications are an invaluable resource and they are tools that we are consistently and increasingly using. They provide practical and accessible advice that our field staff can pick up and use wherever they are working around the world. "

Richard Collier-Keywood, UK Head of Tax, PricewaterhouseCoopers, and partner responsible for Community Affairs commented “PricewaterhouseCoopers is pleased to support the launch of these significant publications as part of our Community programme. I congratulate Mango on taking the initiative to encourage good practice and offer practical advice in this area.”                                                 

Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity founded in 1999 and based in Oxford that exists to help Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) work more efficiently and effectively. We work to strengthen their financial management, so that they can make the best use of every pound they are given. Mango is unique in its particular mission, putting accounting skills to use in providing:

· Practical training 

· Qualified financial staff

· Specialist tools and guides

· Consultancy services, including evaluations of major humanitarian relief programmes

· Forums for NGO staff to share their experience and identify good practice.

Mango works with all the major international NGOs, including household names such as Oxfam, Save the Children, Christian Aid, ActionAid, the British Red Cross Society, CAFOD, Tearfund, World Vision and their partners. 

For further information on Mango, visit www.mango.org.uk
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC)

The core values of PricewaterhouseCoopers are excellence, teamwork and leadership but they don’t just apply to our work with clients. PricewaterhouseCoopers recognises that it has a much wider responsibility both to its people and to the communities in which it works. PricewaterhouseCoopers is committed to having a positive impact on the people and communities around it and to working with integrity and responsibility in everything it does.  

PricewaterhouseCoopers community affairs programme encompasses a broad range of corporate strategic partnerships and local initiatives which provide opportunities for staff involvement and skills development.   
For further information, or if you would like to attend the launch please contact:

Mango: Denise Joseph: djoseph@mango.org.uk or +44 (0)1865 427323
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