****FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE****

24th September, 2003

CIMA ACCOUNTANT BOUND FOR BUNIA

CIMA qualified accountant, Kieran Breslin, is heading off to Bunia on October 6th, to assist with the financial management of Oxfam GB’s activities in East DRC (Democratic Republic of Congo.) Oxfam GB is an international development, advocacy and relief agency working to put an end to poverty worldwide.
Kieran secured this placement through Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations). The charity runs a register of finance professionals that provides a resource to non-governmental organisations such as Oxfam to assist them in sourcing competent and experienced finance and accountancy personnel, who are capable of working in challenging field-based conditions.

DRC (Democratic Republic of Congo) remains devastated by what has been described as the ‘African world war’ of 1998-2002 a tribal conflict that has witnessed the deaths of up to four million people. The ravages of war have left a country that is rich in natural resources and potentially prosperous, with a population that is now amongst the poorest in the world.

Today violence and lack of security remain a problem, especially in eastern regions. And, it is Oxfam’s projects here that Kieran’s work will support. In East DRC Oxfam GB’s humanitarian programme focuses on public health areas such as water, hygiene promotion, sanitation and malaria prevention. 

Kieran will work in the northeastern Bunia office and will help manage the region’s share of Oxfam GB’s four million dollar country programme budget. It will be his responsibility to ensure that programme finances are run cost effectively and accountably. 
Coaching and training are other important elements of the job and the 31 year old chartered accountant from Reading is particularly enthusiastic about this: 

‘I want to share my accounting skills with people who have had a less fortunate educational background. This, I hope, will allow others to learn from my academic training and professional experience’. 

A vital element to Kieran being able to transfer his skills to his local staff colleagues is his ability to speak French. In a divided country, where there are seven hundred local languages and dialects, ability to communicate in a shared language is essential.

Kieran has secured a four-month sabbatical from his employer ‘Vodafone’, where he works at the Newbury office as a Senior Revenue Accountant.  Kieran’s line manager, Steve Meacham, explains how Kieran’s decision is very much in line with the company’s values: 

‘Kieran is using one of Vodafone's flexible working policies to allow him to take a short career break and is clearly living one of Vodafone's core values of supporting the "World Around Us".  I am sure that he will share his strong accounting and analytical skills to make a real difference to the situation in the Democratic Republic Of Congo.’ 
Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity, which puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.
Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

See also www.mango.org.uk.”

Contact

For additional information please contact Lucy Markby on lmarkby@mango.org.uk or 01865 433342. 
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