****FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE****

Tuesday 2nd May 2006
ACA MEMBER CONTRIBUTES TO TSUNAMI RECOVERY IN THE MALDIVES

Karen Swyny, FCA, is going to the Maldives this week with the British Red Cross Society (BRCS) to support their recovery programme in the Maldives.

Thirteen months ago, the tsunami ravaged the Maldives, leaving 100,000 people severely affected, causing widespread flooding and destroying infrastructure. In response, the BRCS launched a major recovery programme, with an overall budget of 60 million pounds.

 

Their work focuses on long-term rehabilitation, including building houses and crucial water and sanitation infrastructure, so high quality planning and financial management support is vital for the programme. As the Finance and Administration Delegate, this will be Karen’s responsibility for the next year.

 

Karen said, “I’m very excited to have the opportunity to use my professional skills and knowledge to support such important work, and in being directly involved in ensuring donors’ money is used to help people who were hit so hard by the tsunami.”

Karen qualified and practised as an accountant in the private sector, working with small and medium sized entities in the UK. She spent several years volunteering in Vanuatu with VSO where she particularly enjoyed mentoring and training local staff. 

In the winter of 2005 Karen joined Mango’s register of finance and accountancy professionals to find similar opportunities.  Within two months, Mango were able to put her in contact with BRCS.

Mango is a UK based charity that aims to help strengthen the financial management of NGOs.  One way in which this is achieved is by assisting NGOs in the recruitment of experienced finance and accountancy professionals, like Karen, who are able and willing to work in challenging field-based conditions.  BRCS requested Mango’s help in finding a suitable finance professional at short notice and Mango was happy to put them in touch with Karen.

Mango is currently working with a wide range of relief and development organisations to try to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of aid delivery.

If you have a proven track record in a finance function and international experience, preferably in a relief and/or development environment, please visit our website to find out how you can get involved: www.mango.org.uk 

Notes for editors:

Mango is a UK registered charity that puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and British Red Cross Society all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Thailand and Botswana.    

Mango runs a register of accountants and finance professionals who are prepared to work with relief and development organisations all around the world.  Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. 
For more information on Mango visit www.mango.org.uk
For additional information please contact Lucy Markby or Jackie Wales, on financestaff@mango.org.uk or telephone 00 44 (0) 1865 433342.
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