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FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT CAPACITY BUILDING IN KENYA

FCMA accountant John Turner is currently in Nairobi working as a Finance Manager for the Intermediate Technology Development Group (ITDG). In what is a financial management capacity building role, he will return to the UK mid-April this year, after a six-month period in the country.

ITDG promotes ‘Practical Answers to Poverty’ and the organisation’s aim is to demonstrate and advocate the sustainable use of technology to reduce poverty in developing countries. The NGO’s East African programme employs sustainable technology approaches to work with local people: to create low cost housing; to develop manufacturing and enterprise projects; to provide household energy and local transportation; and, particularly in rural areas, address issues around food security.

The administrative hub to support these projects is in Nairobi, Kenya. John’s job is to embed into the culture of the local staff office the required responsibilities and practices to ensure efficient and effective financial management. These practices include implementing financial controls, accurate and timely financial reporting, and reliable donor reporting.

ITDG’s UK based head office approached the Oxford based charity Mango (Management Accounting for Non Governmental Organisations) in July 2003, to source a finance manager who had: experience of working overseas with local staff; a comprehensive knowledge of financial systems and processes within NGO project management; and finance training expertise.

Mango runs a register of finance personnel and a placement service that means register members can work with aid agencies, such as ITDG, in developing countries around the world. John Turner fitted ITDG’s recruitment profile perfectly.  An FCMA accountant John has over 30 years experience of working in management accountancy both in the UK and abroad. 

As a Mango register member since June 2000, John has successfully worked as a consultant for: ICR (International Care and Relief) in Uganda and for the NGO, Harvest Help in Zambia and as a Finance Manager for Link Community Development in South Africa. Additionally John has finance training experience as a lecturer in accountancy at The Robert Gordon University in Aberdeen and Aberdeen further-education college.
John has been in Nairobi since October last year and his pragmatic approach and keen cultural awareness is further ensuring that he delivers the role’s key output: a reliable and sustainable financial management foundation for the Nairobi ITDG office. As John states:

‘I lead an active life and am quite prepared to pitch into situations with a pen or a spade…. I adapt well to new environments and have always been prepared to explore the countries and the cultures of the countries that I have lived and worked in.’

 
Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity, which puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

 

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.
 

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board. See also www.mango.org.uk
 

Contact
For additional information on our placement service please contact Lucy Markby on lmarkby@mango.org.uk or 01865 433342. 

 
 

*********************************************************************
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

