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FINANCE MANAGER SPENDS 10 DAYS IN UGANDA SUPPORTING THE PLIGHT OF THE RURAL POOR 

CIMA accountant John Turner will soon be travelling to Uganda to help the UK based charity FARM-Africa.  John has been asked to carry out an internal audit of the charity’s programmes in that country over a period of 10 days in July.  This placement was arranged by the Oxford based organisation, Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations).  

John qualified as a management accountant in 1971 and worked in corporate finance for 23 years in a range of companies in the UK, Bahamas, Brazil and Nigeria.  In 2002 John joined Mango’s register of finance professionals committed to working in relief and development.  Mango’s register provides a resource to NGOs (non-governmental organisations) to assist them in sourcing competent and experienced finance and accountancy personnel who are capable of working in challenging field conditions.  

John received his first placement through Mango in 2000 with the organisation Link Community Development (LCD), where he spent 18 months working as the Finance Manager and Deputy CEO of the organisation, based in South Africa.  Since this time John has taken a number of short-term placements through Mango as a consultant.  Placements have included one month with Harvest Help in Zambia, three months with International Care and Relief (ICR) in Uganda and six months with Intermediate Technology Development Group (ITDG) in Kenya.  He also conducted a similar assignment for FARM-Africa in Ethiopia at the end of 2004.  

As well as being a qualified accountant, John is a qualified tertiary teacher and spends much of his time, when not on assignment, working at the Robert Gordon University in Aberdeen.  The flexibility of this job allows him to be available at short notice for overseas work with NGOs.  

FARM-Africa (Food and Agricultural Research Management) is a well established and expanding international NGO (Non-Governmental Organisation) that aims to reduce poverty through the development of innovative approaches to natural resource management in Africa.  FARM-Africa currently has five country programmes, including in Uganda.  In Uganda life expectancy is only 44 years and recent figures estimate that 600,000 of its 25 million population are living with HIV/AIDS, most of whom live in rural areas.  FARM-Africa started work in Uganda in August 2003 and through its work aims to help rural Ugandans develop innovative ways of managing their natural resources in order to help them overcome poverty.  

Each year FARM-Africa carries out an internal audit of its country offices to measure compliance with standards of financial operations and general management competence.  Mango has a successful track recording sourcing and placing key finance staff with FARM-Africa, so was a first port of call when this consultancy arose.  

John is very much looking forward to having the opportunity to work with FARM-Africa again on this assignment.  He said,

“I very much enjoyed the experience of working for FARM-Africa in Ethiopia last year and am very pleased to have been selected to carry out similar work for them in Uganda.  I hope to use my finance management skills in Uganda to ensure that all of the necessary systems are in place there ensure that the programme can have as wide an impact as possible.”    

Notes for editors:

Mango is a UK registered charity that puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Save the Children Fund UK all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Thailand and Botswana.    

Mango runs a register of accountants who are prepared to work with relief and development organisations all around the world.  Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. 
For more information on Mango visit www.mango.org.uk
For additional information please contact Chloe Angood, on cangood@mango.org.uk or (01865) 433342  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

