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AAT Member celebrates first anniversary of her work in Botswana

Jackie Deacon, an AAT qualified accountant from Leicester has just completed 12 months in Botswana, utilizing her finance skills to work alongside the indigenous San population.

Having joined Mango’s (Management Accounting for non governmental Organisations (NGOs)) register of finance professionals in 2004, Jackie spent 9 months in Ethiopia as a Financial Controller for UK medical relief organisation, Merlin.   After a short break she took a longer term commitment with Letloa Trust in Botswana. This trust is a member of the Kuru Family of Organisations (KFO), a network of  8 NGO’s working with community groups in Botswana and South Africa with the common goal of empowering the most vulnerable group of indigenous peoples in southern Africa, namely the San. http://www.kuru.co.bw/ 
Jackie started her career in global manufacturing and distribution organisations. After 12 years, in commercial organisations, her decision to step into development work was fuelled by her participation in a six-month Raleigh International expedition in Belize in 2001. As a project accountant she realised that her accountancy skills could be put to good use in the NGO sector and wanted to contribute to work in developing countries.

Jackie secured her roles in Ethiopia and Botswana, through the Oxford based charity Mango. Mango’s register of finance professionals provides a resource to non-governmental organisations such as Merlin and Save the Children, to assist them in sourcing competent and experienced finance and accountancy personnel, who are capable of working in challenging field-based conditions.

A year into Jackie’s contract in Botswana and how is she getting on?

She is certainly busy! In addition to her financial management responsibilities as the Regional Financial Administrator, she has taken on a broader range of management and support responsibilities. This includes raising awareness of the network’s development aims, continued donor liaison, review of new project financing and requirements, improving communications across the family of organisations in Botswana and South Africa.   She is part of the editorial design committee of the Kuru Family Annual report, which has just gone to print. And a major role is building capacity in regard to both finance and administration functions, by training her local San and non San colleagues.

Jackie clearly loves the opportunities that this post has enabled her to be involved with.  Despite  living in basic conditions and working on a local salary she says
 “ I feel so lucky to be part of this organisation and environment! It’s not often you get to work with such a group of dedicated individuals and to be a part of such a challenging organisation

I love it so much I have agreed to stay for at least another year!” 

END

Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity founded in 1999 and based in Oxford that exists to help NGOs work more efficiently, effectively and accountably. We work to strengthen their financial management, so that they can make the best use of every pound they are given. 

Mango is the centre of expertise for financial management in the NGO sector and is unique in its particular mission, providing:

· Practical training 

· Qualified financial staff

· Specialist tools and guides

· Consultancy services, including evaluations of major humanitarian relief programmes

· Forums for NGO staff to share their experience and identify good practice.

Mango works with all the major international NGOs in the UK, including: Oxfam, Save the Children, Christian Aid, ActionAid, the British Red Cross Society, CAFOD, Tearfund, World Vision and many others. We also work with a substantial and growing number of NGOs based in other countries, including both developing countries and donor countries.  For more information please visit the website: www.mango.org.uk
 

Contact
For additional information on our recruitment service please contact Lucy Markby or Jackie Wales on financestaff@mango.org.uk or telephone 01865 433342. 
