*** For immediate release ***

FCMA and local CIMA branch president departs from Nottingham and moves to Mozambique. 
Ian Lockwood, FCMA and President of CIMA’s Nottingham & Derby District Branch is bringing his extensive expertise to bear on aid to Africa.

In October 2006, Ian moved to Maputo, Mozambique, to work with local staff on a project that aims to strengthen field operations of local NGOs through procurement and importation services, fleet management and logistics training. This may include helping organisations obtain quality supplies ranging from cars to seeds, tools and fishing nets. 
“I enjoy making a difference” said Ian “It’s fantastic to be back here in Africa and to have the opportunity to utilise my finance skills to strengthen Jacana’s systems and structures for the future.”

Ian is no stranger to Africa. He spent five years living and working in Nairobi as Finance Director and Finance Manager of an overseas subsidiary of Boots Company Ltd. It was during this time that he realised he combined the core technical skills in finance and administration and the interpersonal skills to work effectively in Kenya. 

Ian returned to the UK to work whilst pursuing his interests in helping others locally, for example becoming secretary of his local UNICEF Partners Group and volunteering with groups of under-achieving primary school children.
In 2004, he was given an opportunity to have a career change and spent 5 months working as an English teacher in China. Determined to pursue his career in the charity sector, he applied to join Mango’s register of finance professional as the most effective way to source appropriate finance jobs with international charities.
Mango (Management Accounting for NGOs) exists to provide financial management support to humanitarian and development organisations. Mango’s register is a resource for the relief and development sector of high quality talented finance staff from new graduates to highly experienced managers and directors.

Mango put Ian in contact with Jacana, who came to Mango looking for assistance with finding an experienced finance manager with the skills, attitudes and abilities to help support their activities in Mozambique. They were delighted to be introduced to Ian, who was equally thrilled to be offered an amazing opportunity to work in Mozambique for a year.
“I wanted to think that my efforts could go towards improving someone’s life, prospects or opportunities, even if only in a small way.  With Jacana, I’m doing just that.”

It is now four months since Ian joined Jacana:

“I get involved in all sorts of areas of the organisation, and I’m doing my fair share of book-keeping too!  We’re just in the process of installing a new accounting package as all the records are currently kept manually” says Ian “As Finance & Administration Manager, I’m also responsible for the HR needs of the 10 staff and volunteers in Jacana’s programmes.”

This was the first time Jacana had used Mango’s recruitment service. The Regional Representative, Matt Bader volunteers his own endorsement:
“We are extremely happy with the results of our first Mango recruitment and intend to standardize our hiring processes by outsourcing as much recruitment through them as possible in the future.…..The fact that Mango managed the recruitment of our new finance manager has meant a major saving for our organisation, in terms of time, effort, and expertise.
Mango is currently working with a wide range of relief and development organisations, like Jacana, to try to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of aid delivery.
END

Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity founded in 1999 and based in Oxford that exists to help NGOs work more efficiently, effectively and accountably. We work to strengthen their financial management, so that they can make the best use of every pound they are given. 

Mango is the centre of expertise for financial management in the NGO sector and is unique in its particular mission, providing:

· Practical training 

· Qualified financial staff

· Specialist tools and guides

· Consultancy services, including evaluations of major humanitarian relief programmes

· Forums for NGO staff to share their experience and identify good practice.

Mango works with all the major international NGOs in the UK, including: Oxfam, Save the Children, Christian Aid, ActionAid, the British Red Cross Society, CAFOD, Tearfund, World Vision and many others. We also work with a substantial and growing number of NGOs based in other countries, including both developing countries and donor countries.  For more information please visit the website: www.mango.org.uk
For more information about Jacana: www.jacanaworld.org
 

Contact
For additional information on our recruitment service please contact Lucy Markby or Jackie Meek on financestaff@mango.org.uk or telephone 01865 433342. 
