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GOAL POSTS MOVING ACCOUNTANT TO ETHIOPIA

Working in remote countries scarred by hunger and civil strife, Iain Walker takes the considerable demands of his job in his stride. Dealing with high-ranking government officials and senior people from major donor organisations is a common occurrence for the 27-year-old chartered accountant who used to work for Ernst & Young in London.

“It’s great exposure to responsibilities that would normally only come much later in a career,” he says.

Iain is currently using his financial expertise in the service of GOAL, an international humanitarian organisation dedicated to the alleviation of suffering among the poorest of the poor in the developing world. He was introduced to the organisation through the Oxford-based charity Mango that works to improve the practice of financial management in field-based relief and development operations.

As a financial ‘flying doctor’ Iain’s work with GOAL has taken him recently to Zimbabwe, Kosovo and Ethiopia after a 10-month stint in Malawi, his first posting.

Educated at the University of Dundee, Iain qualified as a chartered accountant two years ago. Spurred by a desire to put his financial knowledge to work for a while “doing something useful that I believed in” as well as wanting to broaden his experience and see the world he registered with Mango.

Mango matched his skill set and professional experience to GOAL’s requirements and he was successfully recruited to support their programme activities in Malawi. Iain was enthusiastic about working for the charity:

“There were a lot of things about GOAL that I like the sound of,” he said. “It is a small, flexible, low-cost doing organisation focused on achievement.”

In Malawi Iain was involved in a food distribution project that benefited 100,000 people; a nutritional support and health check programme for pregnant and nursing mothers and their children; a scheme to encourage subsistence farmers to diversify into crops other than maize to develop trade and a small nursery gardens project.

“As accountant I took overarching financial responsibility for the projects, dealing with budgets and funding and providing reports to the head office and to donors,” he said.

Iain is currently working on special projects with GOAL, travelling to some of the world’s remotest countries at short notice.

Speaking recently from Ethiopia, he said:

“The country is beautiful and I am intending to investigate further. However, work has been hectic since my arrival. Our office in Ethiopia has grown by a factor of six in the past 18 months and we have ten sub-offices spread over a vast area of country.

“My role here is to improve our ability to glean useful management information within a reasonable time. With the geographical spread, and number of programmes GOAL is running in Ethiopia, this is a considerable challenge. However, it is incredibly interesting and rewarding work.

“I have been based in Addis, but will be heading out into the field next to conduct a review of our sub-offices and implement the changes that have been deemed necessary from my work here.

“I really enjoy the work and it’s very exciting to be part of something I believe in. I’m more than happy to be spending some time doing this, but it is by no means a ‘gap year’. I’ve worked far harder than ever before.”

More information about Mango can be found at: www.mango.org.uk and about GOAL 

at: www.goal.ie
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Pic cap:
Iain Walker pictured at a food distribution centre in West Hurungwe, Zimbabwe. 

“The children followed us around all day - apparently many of them had never seen a white man before,” he said. “They were lovely, friendly and very shy - however it did become a bit embarrassing walking around with an army of 100 children following, matching your footsteps, and copying your mannerisms!”

