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ICAS member volunteers time in Tanzania

Kate Methley leaves Mayfield (Derbyshire) for Mikindani (Tanzania)
Kate Methley is a qualified Chartered Accountant (ICAS) with 15 years post-qualification experience and an M.A. in Economics from the University of St Andrews. 

Kate has worked in a variety of senior accounting and managerial roles around the world, including two years living and working in Spain and short term assignments in the USA and South East Asia. 

During her range of work experience she has gained a broad range of finance experience including financial analysis, budgeting & forecasting, compliance internal controls and implementing new finance software solutions. She has written training courses and manuals and has delivered training on new systems and procedures. 

More recently Kate has developed proficiency in change and people management, having set up and subsequently managed a new shared service centre for her employer. For this project she managed the selection and refurbishment of new offices; the recruitment of 40 people through interviews and assessment; the creation, documentation and communication of systems, procedures and office administration to all new staff as well as communication of the changes to the wider business; and the monitoring and appraisal of staff to ensure high standards were maintained. 

Last year Kate decided to have some time away and applied for a sabbatical. Her employer granted her application for leave and she set out to find a suitable opportunity to contribute her skills and help support the development in a poorer country.

She says:

“I was keen to put my professional skills to positive use in the developing world. I would like to “make a difference” in some way.”
In the new year of 2007, she applied to join Mango’s register of finance professionals, to see if they could help realise her aspirations. Mango is a UK based charity providing financial management support to other international relief and development organisations like Oxfam and Save the Children. Mango runs a specialist recruitment service specifically to help support humanitarian organisations in the field of financial management. 
Mango worked on Kate’s behalf to find a suitable opportunity for her from within their extensive network of NGO contacts. Within 6 weeks, Kate had been offered a Project Manager post with a small grass roots NGO working to alleviate poverty in Southern Tanzania.

Kate leaves home in Mayfield Derbyshire next week and heads to Mikindani in Tanzania for 3 months to work in a hotel operated by TradeAid. This hotel provides educational and employment opportunities for the local community. They are currently creating a museum, information centre and further accommodation by renovating the house of David Livingstone, 19th century explorer and missionary, continuing to develop the local tourist industry for a sustainable future.
Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity founded in 1999 and based in Oxford that exists to help NGOs work more efficiently, effectively and accountably. We work to strengthen their financial management, so that they can make the best use of every pound they are given. 

Mango is the centre of expertise for financial management in the NGO sector and is unique in its particular mission, providing:

· Practical training 

· Qualified financial staff

· Specialist tools and guides

· Consultancy services, including evaluations of major humanitarian relief programmes

· Forums for NGO staff to share their experience and identify good practice.

Mango works with all the major international NGOs in the UK, including: Oxfam, Save the Children, Christian Aid, ActionAid, the British Red Cross Society, CAFOD, Tearfund, World Vision and many others. We also work with a substantial and growing number of NGOs based in other countries, including both developing countries and donor countries.  For more information please visit the website: www.mango.org.uk
For more information about TradeAid: www.tradeaiduk.org
 

Contact
For additional information on our recruitment service please contact Lucy Markby or Jackie Meek on financestaff@mango.org.uk or telephone 01865 433342. 
