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CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS PROVIDE VITAL SUPPORT TO RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT OPERATIONS

ACA accountants have been contributing their professional skills to humanitarian activities for years. Mango (Management Accounting for NGOs) runs a register of carefully selected finance professionals who have the skills, abilities and commitment to contributing their skills to relief and development organisations. 

In the last two months three ICAEW members have been placed with different aid agencies in different places around the world.  

Karen Donaldson from London is currently preparing to leave the comforts of her home and job to work in Sudan for one year with the Irish organisation GOAL.  

After completing her degree at the University of Warwick, Karen joined KPMG as a trainee auditor in 1997, completing her ICAEW qualification in 2000.  For the last three years Karen has worked as an accountancy tutor with the training institute BPP, teaching accountants for most accountancy qualifications, including ACCA, CIMA and ICAEW.  

Karen has wanted to work in the NGO sector for years.  During her time at university she completed two short-term expeditions, one to Nigeria and the other to Zimbabwe, where she was able to work closely with the local communities.  Since becoming an accountant Karen has been keen to return to Africa to share her professional skills.  It was this desire that led her to attend Mango’s ‘Financial Management for Field Accountants’ course.  Karen says, “I came away from the course feeling enthusiastic and that a financial management role with an NGO would be challenging, rewarding and fulfilling.”

Shortly after attending the course, Karen joined Mango’s register of finance professionals.  Two months later she was offered the opportunity to work for GOAL in Sudan.  From November Karen will be based in Khartoum, providing vital finance management support to GOAL’s programmes across the region.   

Mike Kostyn is another member of Mango’s register who will shortly be heading for Sudan.    

Mike qualified with ICAEW in 1995, having started his career as a tax supervisor with Ernst and Young, followed a similar role with Coopers and Lybrand.  Over a number of years Mike gained a range of overseas experience through personal travel and work with Raleigh international and the British Red Cross.  

Mike joined Mango’s register at the end of 2001.  The following year Mango placed Mike into Oxfam.  Over two years, Mike worked for Oxfam in a number of different countries, including Zambia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Haiti and Chad.  

In September 2004 Mike took a career break to do a Masters Degree in International Development.  Having recently completed his studies, he again asked Mango for help in finding a placement.  

In a matter of weeks Mike had secured his position with International Organisation for Migration (IOM), an inter-governmental organisation helping displaced people, in Khartoum, for 3 months.  

Adam Heeley is a 27-year-old ICAEW qualified accountant from Southampton.  Adam joined Mango’s register in April of this year and earlier this month accepted a permanent position with Sightsavers International.
After studying Zoology at the University of Southampton, Adam joined PricewaterhouseCoopers in 1999 as a trainee auditor.  He qualified as an ACA accountant in 2002 and remained with PWC until earlier this year.  A defining time for Adam was when he took a 12-month career break in 2003 to travel the world and gain international experience.  His travels took him to remote communities in South East Asia and confirmed for him the desire to move into the relief and development sector.  

Adam will soon be joining Sightsavers International as the Finance Manager in the Head Office, based in Greater London.  Adam will provide ongoing support to the organisation to allow them to run their international operations as efficiently and effectively as possible.    

Notes for editors:

Mango is a UK registered charity that puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Save the Children Fund UK all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Thailand and Botswana.    

Mango runs a register of accountants who are prepared to work with relief and development organisations all around the world.  Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. 
For more information on Mango visit www.mango.org.uk
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For additional information please contact Lucy Markby, on lmarkby@mango.org.uk or call  (01865) 433342  
