****FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE****

Friday, 14th November 2003

 

CIPFA ACCOUNTANT GOING TO ANGOLA

CIPFA accountant Gilbert Currie leaves shortly for the Angolan capital, Luanda, to work as an interim Finance Manager for LWF (The Lutheran World Federation). 

LWF’s Angola country programme is involved in post war relief and rehabilitation, social and economic recovery, peace education and food security. Due to the cessation of violence following thirty years of war, many internally displaced persons have now returned to Angola. One of LWF’s key successes has been in resettling thousands of these returnees.

The organisation has been active in Angola since 1986 and the charity’s Christian faith is a key motivator behind its activities.

Gilbert, a public sector accountant with nearly 40 years experience working in Scotland and Africa shares LWF’s Christian values and is an elder in his local parish church in Edinburgh. Gilbert has a wealth of experience in Zambia, Kenya and Malawi in roles ranging from consultant, to chief accountant. As a general manager in the late 1990’s for the NGO MEDS (Mission for Essential Drugs and Supplies) in Nairobi Gilbert gained a real insight into the challenges for NGO’s operating in the developing world. He explains:

‘My experience in Kenya gave me an insight into some of the issues facing NGOs in developing countries both in terms of their day to day operations and their relationships with government and donors.’

Gilbert was awarded the MBE for services to healthcare in Kenya and is a Mango register member. Mango (Management Accounting for Non Governmental Organisations) runs a register of carefully selected finance professionals who make themselves available to work with relief and development organisations around the world and it was through its placement service that Gilbert secured the post with LWF Angola.

As Interim Finance Manager for LWF, Gilbert will be the head of finance for the Angola programme and will be responsible for all aspects of financial management. It is very much a hands-on role; with supervision and training of finance staff a key feature. The outputs of the post include; financial management of the programme, budgeting and cash flows, management reporting, donor relations and preparation of budgets for project proposals to donors.

Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity, which puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

 

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.
 

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

 

See also www.mango.org.uk
 

Contact
 For additional information on our placement service please contact Lucy Markby on lmarkby@mango.org.uk or 01865 433342. 
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