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Accountant flies to Remote Australia with MAF
ACA accountant Fiona Stevenson is about to embark on a new challenge. She has given up her Durham based life to fly half way around the work to work in the Aboriginal homeland of  Arnhem Land in Australia. Here she will work as the Finance Manager for Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF). MAF is a Christian agency whose mission is to fly light aircraft in developing countries so that people in remote areas can receive the help they need.

Fiona started as an accountant with KPMG before embarking on a varied career and finally making the decision to enter the charity sector. She has travelled widely, spent time at a hospital in Uganda and visited Lesotho with a local charity as a volunteer.
Fiona applied to join Mango (management accounting for non-government organisations), a UK based charity finance specialist, to find a long term opportunity that would enable her use her skills to benefit others.  Fiona has this to say: 

‘I'd been aware of Mango for some years and at intervals had wondered about the possibility of arranging a short term placement with them with support from my employer, but work commitments kept changing so that never materialised. Eventually I realised it was time for a change so Mango was the natural choice to help find a longer term position.’
Since applying in January this year, Mango’s recruitment team has worked closely with Fiona to match her particular skills and experience with the needs of their client NGOs. Providing one to one support, Mango has helped Fiona prepare her CV and suggested suitable training that would help Fiona transfer her skills. 

Her experience in Lesotho should also hold her in good stead, having returned several times to help with a number of accountancy matters: reviewing  accounts, advising on improvements to record-keeping, both manually and on computer, and assisting with the selection process for a permanent accountant.

Her role with MAF will involve responsibility for all aspects of the financial management of MAF’s work in Arnhem Land. She will oversee financial operations in both land and airline programmes, as well as supervising staff in the accounts office and managing monthly accounts.
Arnhem Land is a large Aboriginal Reserve in the far north of the Northern Territory. This is all Aboriginal land and outside visitors are rare because permits are required. Transportation overland is by four wheel drive only. It is not completely isolated.  People still live there according to their traditions however the roads become impassable in the rainy season.
Fiona has always been very inspired by the charity and  was tremendously excited to be offered the chance to work with them, having started the search for the perfect role only a few months prior. 
Lucy Markby, Mango’s Recruitment Director is very pleased that Mango has been able to help Fiona find a job that matches her values, interests and skills so well:

“I am delighted that we have been able to bring Fiona and MAF together – she has real challenges ahead associated with working in such a remote place. I am confident however that she will be well supported by the rest of the MAF team who share her commitment to the programme”.

To find out more about how you could make the move into the NGO sector, please visit www.mango.org.uk/recruitment
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About Mango

Mango is a UK registered charity founded in 1999 and based in Oxford that exists to help non-governmental organisations (NGOs) work more efficiently and effectively. We work to strengthen NGO financial management so that they can make the best use of every pound they are given. Mango is unique in its particular mission, putting accounting skills to use in providing:

· Practical training 

· Qualified financial staff

· Specialist tools and guides

· Consultancy services, including evaluations of major humanitarian relief programmes

· Forums for NGO staff to share their experience and identify good practice.

Mango works with all the major international NGOs, including household names such as Oxfam, Save the Children, Christian Aid, ActionAid, the British Red Cross Society, CAFOD, Tearfund, World Vision and their partners.   For further information on Mango, visit www.mango.org.uk
For additional information on Mango’s recruitment service, please contact The Recruitment Team on financestaff@mango.org.uk or telephone +44 (0) 1865 433342.

About Mission Aviation Partnership (MAF)  

 

MAF is a faith-based, non-profit ministry. Teams of aviation, communications and technology specialists overcome barriers, transform lives and enable the work of more than 600 organizations around the world.  For over 50 years, MAF planes have been serving countless thousands of men, women and children, bringing medical care, emergency food and Christian hope to remote places where flying is not a luxury, but a lifeline.  These flights support Christian workers, evangelists, teachers, medical personnel, as well as relief and development workers. MAF planes haul food, seed and livestock; transport the sick and injured; deliver doctors, medicine, and relief supplies; and carry the materials for a better life to people who need it most - people others cannot reach.  For more information on MAF's work, see this link:  http://www.maf.org/about
