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ACCOUNTANT SERVES THOSE AFFECTED BY WAR IN SIERRA LEONE

ACA accountant Dushy Pillai will leave the UK on 30th May to spend the next 12 months working as Financial Controller for the international charity GOAL in Sierra Leone.  Dushy is no stranger to post-conflict situations, having worked in northern Sri Lanka, where her finance, cross-cultural and problem solving skills were all tested to the full.  Dushy is now preparing to draw on this experience to offer finance support to GOAL’s work in Sierra Leone.   

Sierra Leone continues to be the poorest country in the world according to the UN’s Human Development Index (2003).  Years of civil war have left over half the population struggling to survive on less than one dollar a day.  

GOAL is an Irish-based charity that has been working in Sierra Leone since the late 1980’s. The charity operates a community-based programme for disadvantaged children and youth in the capital of Sierra Leone, Freetown.  The programme aims to improve children and young people’s livelihoods and protect their rights.  GOAL also runs a rural programme in the Kenema district of Eastern Sierra Leone, which aims to provide water and sanitation, health and hygiene, education and immunization to thousands of people.  

The purpose of Dushy’s role as Financial Controller is to manage the financial function of GOAL Sierra Leone’s programmes.  This will include preparing management accounts, donor reporting, preparing and submitting budgets, monitoring expenditure, supervising the day-to-day finance function in the field and liasing with the relevant authorities.  Dushy will also be tasked with training and building the finance capacity of local staff.   

Twenty-six year old Dushy became a member of ICAEW (Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales) in 2002 following training with Price Waterhouse Coopers in London.  In November 2002 she left PWC in order to work as a volunteer for the United Nations Development Programme in Sri Lanka and then Honduras.  She then worked for 6 months as the acting head of a German-based development programme in northern Sri Lanka.  This experience highlighted to Dushy the need for skilled finance managers in the field.   Dushy says,

“I now want to share my knowledge and skills to increase the efficiency of work carried out in the field, you really learnt to appreciate how good financial management can make sure programmes run as planned and the much needed funds are not wasted.”  

Dushy secured her position with GOAL through the placement service offered by the Oxford based charity Mango (Management Accounting for Non Governmental Organisations). Mango’s register of finance professionals provides a resource to non-governmental organisations, such as GOAL, to assist them in sourcing competent and experienced finance and accountancy personnel, who are capable of working in challenging field-based conditions.

Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity, which puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

 

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.
 

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

 

See also www.mango.org.uk
 

Contact
For additional information on our placement service please contact the Field Placements Team on 01865 433342 or cangood@mango.org.uk  
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