*** DIRECTOR IS LEAVING MANGO ***
19th November 2008, for immediate release

Alex Jacobs, Mango’s founding Director, will leave Mango at the end of January 2009.

He will join Keystone, a charity that helps development organisations improve their effectiveness. Alex will be working on a major new programme with the Institute of Development Studies and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

Mango was founded in 1999 with the mission of helping NGOs improve their financial management. Mango now employs 17 permanent staff, with annual income of £1m. Demand for Mango’s services continues to grow from NGOs around the world, including major international NGOs and many national and local NGOs based in developing countries.

 Last year:

· Mango ran 89 training events in over 20 countries, training over 1,100 NGO staff

· Mango placed 66 finance staff with NGOs in head and field offices 

· Over 90,000 copies of resource materials were downloaded from our website from 194 different countries
Mango also plays a leading role in initiatives to enhance NGOs’ accountability. For example, we run seminars for the Finance Directors of major international NGOs, who collectively direct over £1bn of aid funds. We are also engaged with other leading initiatives, including BOND (British Overseas NGOs for Development) and HAP (the Humanitarian Accountability Partnership).

Alex said, “Working with Mango has been wonderful, an incredible privilege, and leaving it has been a very tough decision. Mango has fantastic staff led by a very strong management team. Over the years, our proven services have won us a great reputation. So I’m 100% sure that the organisation will continue to grow from strength to strength.”

Paul Masters, Mango’s chair, said, “We will be sorry to see Alex go, and wish him very well. One of his achievements is that he leaves behind an excellent team. I can assure our clients and NGO colleagues that Mango will continue to deliver the same high quality services in the future.”
*** ENDS ***

Notes for Editors

Mango is a UK registered charity founded in 1999 and based in Oxford that exists to help Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) work more efficiently and effectively. We work to strengthen their financial management, so that they can make the best use of every pound they are given. Mango is unique in its particular mission, putting accounting skills to use in providing:

· Practical training 

· Qualified financial staff

· Specialist tools and guides

· Consultancy services, including evaluations of major humanitarian relief programmes

· Forums for NGO staff to share their experience and identify good practice.

Mango works with all the major international NGOs, including household names such as Oxfam, Save the Children, Christian Aid, ActionAid, the British Red Cross Society, CAFOD, Tearfund, VSO, World Vision and their partners. 

For further information on Mango, visit www.mango.org.uk 

Contact Alex Jacobs on ajacobs@mango.org.uk or 01865 433885 
