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ICAEW member goes to Ethiopia to lend support to the Red Cross during food crisis  
Dheepa Balasundaram, ACA qualified, is being sent by Mango to Ethiopia for 3 weeks in April 2003. Dheepa will use her professional finance skills to help the Ethiopian Red Cross Society (ERCS) manage the humanitarian response for those people affected by conflict and drought in the region.

Dheepa qualified with a big 4 firm in the UK, having studied Mathematics at Manchester University.  Since qualifying she has spent 3 years working with NGOs; initially with International Planned Parenthood Foundation in the UK office and then overseas with a number of different aid agencies.

Last year she spent 4 months with ActionAid in Mozambique and has just returned from working as Financial Controller in Kosovo with an Irish aid organisation. 

The British Red Cross in London will brief Dheepa before departure for Ethiopia, so that she knows what to expect on arrival in Addis Ababa. It is estimated that up to 11 million people could need food aid in the coming months, says the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). The ICRC and the local Red Cross began providing emergency relief to some 100,000 people in nomadic communities in the northeast of the country in October 2002.
“When the British Red Cross asked Mango for help in finding a consultant to review the finance systems in their Ethiopian office, Dheepa was an ideal candidate. Her professional training and proven track record in transferring those skills to the relief and development context will mean that she can play a critical role in ensuring that Red Cross funds are used effectively and efficiently” says Lucy Markby, Mango’s Field Placements Manager.

Dheepa is looking forward to getting back to the field having had a short holiday between contracts:

 “Its always good to come home following a period of overseas aid work and to catch up with friends and family, but when the opportunity of visiting Ethiopia came up and the role was one where I felt my skills could bring a significant impact – I could not wait to contribute in this way”. 

Notes for editors:

Mango is a UK registered charity that puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

See also www.mango.org.uk.
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For additional information please contact Lucy Markby (Field Placements Manager) on lmarkby@mango.org.uk or 01865 433342. 
