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ACCOUNTANT GOES TO SUDAN TO SUPPORT DARFUR AID EFFORT    

ACCA accountant, Debbie Risborough, is preparing to leave all that is familiar behind her to make the trip of her lifetime to support millions of refugees in desperate need in Sudan.  From April this year, Debbie will spend 12 months working for the International Aid Agency, Concern Worldwide, to support relief efforts in Western Darfur.    

More than one and a half million people are thought to have fled their homes – many having seen their families killed, abducted, abused or raped. The majority of these displaced people remain in Darfur, having sought shelter in camps, school buildings, or temporary shelters in existing villages. Some have crossed the border into the remote, barren regions of Eastern Chad.  It is estimated that up to 50,000 people have already died since the start of the conflict.  

Concern’s work in Western Darfur includes a nutrition programme treating severely malnourished people, a hygiene education and sanitation programme and also distributing non-food items in the area, including materials to build shelter. There is currently a team of 15 international staff and 150 national staff working on the programme, which Debbie will soon be joining.   

Debbie is an ACCA qualified accountant with over ten years post qualification experience, including seven years experience in SMEs.  She has all round experience of commerce from local government to blue chip PLCs and owner managed SMEs.  Debbie recently took one year out to travel and perform voluntary work in three different charities in South Africa, Argentina and and Fiji, one of which she wrote a full business plan for.  Following this trip, Debbie decided that she would like to work in relief and development full time.  She therefore joined Mango’s register of accountants.

Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations) is an Oxford based charity that aims to help strengthen the financial management of NGOs.  One way in which this is achieved is by assisting NGOs in the recruitment of experienced finance and accountancy personnel who are able and willing to work in challenging field-based conditions.  Concern contacted Mango to help them recruit an experienced accountant to work in their Darfur programme and Mango promptly put them in touch with Debbie.  

During the next year Debbie will be responsible for ensuring that proper financial reporting, financial controls and financial systems are in place and in line with Concern procedures.  She will manage and supervise the accounts function in Darfur, prepare detailed management accounts for the programme, ensure that adequate procedures are implemented, ensure that field management systems and records are accurate and up to date and that proper controls are in place.  She will also be involved in developing the capacity of the local accountant so that, in future, this person can replace the expatriate role.   

Debbie is currently finishing her contract with her UK employer, whilst at the same time undergoing induction and briefing in Concern’s headquarters in Dublin Ireland.   She is very much looking forward to starting the next phase of her career in April.  Debbie says, 
“I gain tremendous satisfaction from being in the relief and development environment.  This comes from being able to contribute to helping other people and also from meeting the many resourceful and talented individuals that work hard in the field to make these programmes work.”
Notes for editors:

Mango is a UK registered charity that puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Save the Children Fund UK all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Thailand and Botswana.    

Mango runs a register of accountants who are prepared to work with relief and development organisations all around the world.  Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. 
For more information on Mango visit www.mango.org.uk
For more information on Concern, visit www.concern.net
Contact


For additional information please contact Chloe Angood, on cangood@mango.org.uk or (01865) 433342  
