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FINANCE MANAGER HELPS IMPROVE LIVELIHOODS OF POOR PASTORALISTS IN MOZAMBIQUE   

CIMA member, David Read, is currently preparing for another adventure to work for the organisation VETAID as their Finance Manager in Mozambique for one year.   David was put in touch with VETAID by the organisation, Mango (Management Accounting for NGOs) that specialises in recruitment of finance professionals for international organisations working in relief and development.  

VETAID is a not-for-profit, international development organisation working for reduction in poverty and increase in food security of people in underprivileged countries who are dependent on livestock.  Pastoralists and small-scale farmers in many parts of the world face food shortages and a cycle of poverty. This is frequently because of circumstances beyond their control such as civil war, changes in government policies and international trade affecting their countries. Climatic factors and increasing cultivation of rangelands by crop growers have also disrupted traditional livestock farming strategies. These changes can lead to increased animal disease, inadequate nutrition and poor husbandry. VETAID's remit is to improve livelihoods of small-scale farmers and pastoralists by providing better access to livestock health and husbandry resources, and by increasing the capacity of communities to contribute to decisions that affect their lives. 

At the beginning of this year VETAID approached Mango (Management Accounting for NGOs) for help in recruiting an experienced Finance Manager to run the financial side of their programme in Mozambique.  Mango is an Oxford based charity that aims to help strengthen the financial management of NGOs.  One way in which this is achieved is by assisting NGOs in the recruitment of experienced finance and accountancy personnel, like David, who are able and willing to work in challenging field-based conditions.  

David, a 58-year-old finance manager, joined Mango’s register of accountants in 2001 as he was coming to the end of his career in the commercial sector.  David has many years of senior finance manager experience and substantial industry experience in the oil exploration sector.  He is a specialist in new site set-up and staff development, which he has done in a range of African and Middle Eastern locations.  Since the end of his career, David has been keen to enter the NGO sector and to live and work in Southern Africa.  He was therefore delighted to be put in touch with VETAID by Mango and to be subsequently offered this position.    

During the next 12 months David will be responsible for managing the finances of VETAID’s Mozambique and Swaziland projects.  He will monitor, analyse and report on expenditure against budgets, provide information on historical analysis of finances, advise on financial planning and participate in the development of budgets for future projects.  He will provide regular financial reports and will liase regularly with VETAID UK and programme donors.  David will also be responsible for putting in place necessary finance systems and procedures, and building the capacity of local staff responsible for finances.  For the purposes of this position, David and his wife, Catherine, will be leaving their home in Exeter and re-locating to Maputo, the capital of Mozambique for one year.  

David says, “My career in the oil exploration sector has exposed me to the deprivation of many people in the world, particularly in Mozambique.  It was always my plan on retirement to return to Southern Africa to give back to the community some of the advantages that have accrued to me and I am very pleased to now be in position to do this.”  

Notes for editors:

Mango is a UK registered charity that puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Save the Children Fund UK all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Thailand and Botswana.    

Mango runs a register of accountants who are prepared to work with relief and development organisations all around the world.  Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. 
For more information on Mango visit www.mango.org.uk
For additional information please contact Chloe Angood, on cangood@mango.org.uk or (01865) 433342  
