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ACCOUNTANTS ASSIST ASIA FLOODS
When news of the earthquakes, typhoons and flooding hit Asia pacific in September, ACCA accountant, Dave Tooke, started making preparations to travel to the worst affected region to help provide urgently needed support to Save The Children’s emergency response operations in Vietnam.
In the days following the typhoon, Save the Children UK (SCUK) distributed kits with essential supplies such as blankets, mosquito nets, and jerry cans, reaching approximately 2,000 people.

In the current phase of their response, they have scaled up their distribution of essential items to 15,000 households (which includes and estimated 37,500 children) – more than 20% of the displaced population. 
In order to bolster Save the Children’s existing finance capacity in Vietnam , Dave will concentrate on strengthening financial systems and putting in place appropriate checks and balances so the team can  cope with the increased volume of institutional grants and private income. 
 
Alex Brans, Head of Emergency Response at Save the Children said 
'In the past 20 years I have not experienced a week with so many simultaneous crises. It is at moments like this that Mango's pre-selected and trained register members are of crucial importance and allow us to respond so quickly'.
Dave is one of a small team of highly specialised accountants that work with Save the Children UK specifically on finance and grants management in emergency response situations.  He has spent much of this year working in Myanmar before he was redeployed to Vietnam.
Dave’s story:
Dave qualified as an accountant with ACCA in 2003 and has spent the first few years of his career in the UK commercial sector for a large electronics company.  He gained valuable experience running multi-currency treasury departments and training and managing finance and non-finance staff.  

In 2004, Dave joined Mango to work on a small teacher training programme in South Africa on a voluntary basis; this crystallized his interest to committing himself more completely to using his skills to support relief and development operations around the world. 
In 2005 he joined a demining organization in Sudan where he applied his finance skills and developed  a broader range of management and operational skills to add to his toolkit.  Since joining SC UK in 2007, he has worked on a cash for work programme in Swaziland, responded to the Myanmar  earthquake - all of which will be helping him provide  much needed assistance to the current crisis. 

All this work has come through the support and guidance provided by charity awarding winning Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations) – a UK registered charity that specialises in providing financial management of NGOs.
Mango runs a register of finance professionals that aims to provide NGOs with a resource of experienced finance and accountancy personnel, who are able and willing to work in the often challenging relief and development environment.  
Dave says,

“ Mango provided me with training and job opportunities so that I could put my finance skills to good effect in crisis situations. Working with  is NGOs not a soft option in terms of a career, it demands long hours, throws up issues and challenges that I would never have faced in the UK – its always changing and can be incredibly rewarding when everything  comes together and you see the supplies getting to people who have been hit by calamity.”
Notes for editors

Mango,  the award-winning UK registered charity, founded in 1999, exists to help non-governmental organisations (NGOs) all around the world strengthen their financial management so that they can work more efficiently and effectively and make the best use of their scarce resources.  Its practical services include: high quality training, carefully selected finance staff, specialist free publications online and on CD rom, consultancy services (including evaluations of major relief programmes) and networking opportunities for NGO staff to share experience. It also plays a leading role in initiatives to enhance NGOs’ accountability. 

It is widely respected as the leading specialist in its field and works with all the major international NGOs, including ActionAid, the British Red Cross Society, CAFOD, Christian Aid, Oxfam, Plan International, Save the Children, Tearfund, VSO, World vision and their partners. Mango also works with a substantial and growing number of smaller NGOs and microfinance organisations. 

For further information on Mango, visit www.mango.org.uk 

Contact: financestaff@mango.org.uk, or call (01865) 433342  *********************************************************************
