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MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANTS INVEST SKILLS IN RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT SECTOR

Mango (Management Accounting for NGOs) runs a register of carefully selected finance professionals who have the skills, abilities and commitment to work in relief and development organisations around the world.  Mango recruits people into a large variety of positions within NGOs.  These may be field roles, head office positions (either in the UK or other parts of Europe), short-term consultancies, or very senior executive positions.  Many of Mango’s register members are CIMA qualified accountants, of whom 18 have been placed this year alone.  

In the last two months, Mango placed four CIMA accountants into different NGOs.   

Joanna Wood from London is preparing to leave for Sudan in the next few weeks to work for the Irish agency GOAL.    

Joanna qualified with CIMA in 1997 and also recently acquired an MBA from London South Bank University.  Joanna’s finance management background is in a variety of settings including both the public sector (largely in the NHS and the BBC) and in the private sector. Joanna gained extensive experience in systems and processes development in these roles, as well as strategic business planning and people management skills.  Joanna says,

“Whatever I undertake, my nature dictates that I give 100%.  As an idealist at heart I would like to think that my efforts could go towards improving someone’s life, prospects or opportunities, even if only in a small way.”  

Joanna’s dreams will now become reality as she joins GOAL’s team in Sudan.  She will be based in Khartoum for one year, where she will play a key role in the management of donor funds to support GOAL’s programmes in that region.   

John Turner will shortly be leaving for Afghanistan.  During the next 6 months he will spend three sets of 28 days there carrying out consultancy work for the NGO Management Services for Health (MSH).      

John qualified as a management accountant in 1971 and worked in corporate finance for 23 years in a range of companies in the UK, Bahamas, Brazil and Nigeria.  In 2000 John joined Mango’s register of finance professionals.  In that same year, John received his first placement through Mango with the organisation Link Community Development (LCD).  Here he spent 18 months working as the Finance Manager and Deputy CEO of the organisation, based in South Africa.  

Since this time John has taken a number of short-term assignments through Mango.  Placements have included one month with Harvest Help in Zambia, three months with International Care and Relief (ICR) in Uganda, six months with Intermediate Technology Development Group (ITDG) in Kenya and two 10-day assignments with FARM-Africa in Ethiopia and Uganda.  

As well as being a qualified accountant, John is a qualified tertiary teacher and spends much of his time, when not on assignment, working at the Robert Gordon University in Aberdeen.  The flexibility of this job allows him to be available at short notice for overseas work with NGOs.  

John will work with the US-based charity, MSH, to build the capacity of health programmes in Afghanistan.  

Steve Brown is currently working closely with Mango in a 15-day consultancy with Canon Collins Education Trust for Southern Africa (CCETSA).  Steve is doing this piece of work part-time, based in London.  

Steve is a CIMA qualified accountant with more than 10 years post qualification experience, including at the director. He recently returned to the UK with his family following a three-year assignment as Regional Financial Controller with Lutheran World Federation (LWF) based in Uganda. 

Steve has had a long relationship with Mango and now works closely with the organisation on regular short-term consultancy work such as this assignment with CCETSA.  During his 15 days work Steve will review the organisation’s finance system and implement new policy and procedures to ensure its smooth running.  

Vanessa Maytham has recently accepted a long-term role in Oxfam GB’s regional centre for Horn, East and Central Africa, based in Nairobi, Kenya.  

Vanessa is a CIMA qualified accountant with 7 years post qualification experience, including 1 year working as the Head of International Finance for British Red Cross in London.  Previous to this, Vanessa worked with FTSE 100 companies in London and also in industry for several years in South Africa, and Mali for 6 months.  She has a great deal of enthusiasm for international relief and development work.  Vanessa says,

“Often the perception is that developing countries do not have the expertise or knowledge that is required to manage large sums of funds, however, my experience has taught me that it is often only confidence and empowerment that is lacking. We can help by developing and enhancing the skills and practices used by local staff, through training and the development of processes together with them”

Vanessa will be responsible for just this in her new role as Oxfam’s Regional Finance and Systems Manager.  She will be responsible for overseeing the management of donor funds in Oxfam’s local offices across the Horn, East and Central Africa region.  

Notes for editors:

Mango is a UK registered charity that puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Save the Children Fund UK all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Thailand and Botswana.    

Mango runs a register of accountants who are prepared to work with relief and development organisations all around the world.  Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. 
For more information on Mango visit www.mango.org.uk
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For additional information please contact Lucy Markby, on lmarkby@mango.org.uk or call  (01865) 433342  
