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CIMA MEMBER PROVIDES FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SUPPORT TO IRAQ AID PROGRAMME.

CIMA member Bryan Roche is currently in Jordan working as an interim Finance Manager for the humanitarian aid organisation CARE Australia. Following a rocket-propelled grenade attack on CARE Australia’s Baghdad office in November 2003, the administrative support for the Iraq programme, is currently handled via its offices in Jordan. While the security situation continues to be reviewed by the charity’s senior officials, Bryan’s contract, which began on Christmas day, continues on a rolling basis, currently running until the end of April 2004.

Bryan secured his contract through the placement service offered by the Oxford based charity, Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations). Mango’s register of finance professionals provides a resource to NGO’s (non-governmental organisations) such as CARE Australia. Mango aims to assist NGOs in the recruitment of experienced finance and accountancy personnel, who are able and willing to work in challenging field-based conditions. 

CARE Australia began its operations in Iraq in 1991, following the first Gulf War, and is the only international NGO that has maintained a permanent presence in central and southern Iraq since this time. Its programmes address key humanitarian need areas: clean water supply, sanitation, education and health. Responding to the needs of Iraq’s children within these sectors is a strong focus for the charity.

Bryan’s role provides essential financial management support to sustain the delivery of these programmes. His job includes: financial and donor reporting, budget preparation, cash flow management, procedural compliance, finance training and staff management. 

Bryan Roche, a CIMA Associate Member since 1983, describes himself as ‘Not a nine to five type of accountant’. Originally from Liverpool he has permanent residency in South Africa. Bryan’s international experience includes backpacking extensively in South East Asia, the Indian subcontinent, South America and sub Saharan Africa; working as a Finance Manager for an eco-tourism project in Tanzania and as an English teacher in Japan. His progressive finance career has covered industry sectors as varied as brewing, engineering and tertiary education.

Bryan’s finance post in Tanzania is particularly relevant experience in regard to his current role. CARE came to Mango to supply them with a Finance Manager: who could plan, organise and work independently; could teach; and, adapt to working effectively in a multi cultural environment.  In Tanzania in the late 1990’s, Bryan successfully rose to all these challenges. Bryan explains:

‘I work well in relatively unstructured situations and have been able to demonstrate leadership and directional qualities in these often difficult working environments (e.g. Tanzania). I enjoy working in different environments and cultures and seek to gain more experience in this regard.’ During his Mango placement with CARE Australia in Jordan, Bryan is getting plenty.

Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity, which puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.
Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

See also www.mango.org.uk
Contact

For additional information please contact Lucy Markby on lmarkby@mango.org.uk or 01865 433342. 
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