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Finance internship in Tanzania

ACCA qualified accountant Brendan Smith, has just started a 6 month finance internship in Tanzania with Student Partnerships Worldwide (SPW). He has spent the past two years working as Financial Controller for a national charity which supports adults with learning disabilities to live independent lives within their local community.  He has been placed with SPW by the UK based charity finance specialists, Mango.
Mango (management accounting for  non-governmental organisations (NGOs)), works with international relief and development organisations to strengthen their financial management by providing training and access to high quality finance staff. Mango manages a register of carefully selected finance professionals who have a mix of appropriate technical and interpersonal skills and who are committed to working in the relief and development sector.
Brendan has professional experience of working with charities in his role as an auditor with Pannell Kerr Forster (PKF). He has traveled independently in South America and Africa.  He joined Mango to find an opportunity to work more closely with an NGO, allowing him to combine his professional skills with his love of travel.  He says: 
“I believe the most impact I can have is to utilise my skills gained to date in the field of financial management, and assist a NGO in achieving its long term objectives. I am hoping that I can use my own experience to help develop local skills and confidence so that NGO staff can manage their organisation’s finances more effectively. “
Brendan applied to join Mango last summer. Mango’s Recruitment team has worked closely with him to match his particular skills and experience with the needs of their client NGOs. Brendan has some useful not for profit experience in the UK and Mango was able to help him see where there could be an overlap in his skill set. He was shown a number of potential opportunities by the Recruitment Team, as well as offered one to one support both leading up to his placement and throughout his decision making progress. 
His commitment to transfer skills and knowledge is impressive. He is stepping away from the job security that working in practice offers and keen to volunteer to contribute his skills to development. It will be a great learning opportunity for him as he will no doubt face a host of new and exciting challenges in a country that he has not visited previously.

He will not however have to face these challenges alone. He will be joining another Mango register member, Ben Sheahan, Senior Finance Manager for SPW in Tanzania. Brendan will work alongside Ben as Chief Accountant. Eric Levine, CEO of SPW has this to say about Mango,’
"It has been an absolute pleasure working with Mango on recruitment. You have transformed how we recruit finance staff and significantly increased the quality of our finance staff in several key posts."
To find out more about how you could make the move into the NGO sector, please visit www.mango.org.uk/recruitment
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Mango is a UK registered charity founded in 1999 and based in Oxford that exists to help non-governmental organisations (NGOs) work more efficiently and effectively. We work to strengthen NGO financial management, so that they can make the best use of every pound they are given. Mango is unique in its particular mission, putting accounting skills to use in providing:

· Practical training 

· Qualified financial staff

· Specialist tools and guides

· Consultancy services, including evaluations of major humanitarian relief programmes

· Forums for NGO staff to share their experience and identify good practice.

Mango works with all the major international NGOs, including household names such as Oxfam, Save the Children, Christian Aid, ActionAid, the British Red Cross Society, CAFOD, Tearfund, World Vision and their partners.   For further information on Mango, visit www.mango.org.uk
Contact

For additional information on Mango’s recruitment service, please contact The Recruitment Team on financestaff@mango.org.uk or telephone +44 (0) 1865 433342.

SPW is a youth-led international development agency working in Africa and South Asia.  Currently they have offices in ten countries around the world.  SPW place trained young people in schools to work with their fellow youth to increase knowledge on key issues and build young people's life skills to enable them to make positive changes to their behaviour.  SPW’s output is based on the principle that young people can develop and lead effective long term interventions. Uniquely SPW recruits over 80% of these professionally trained volunteer peer educators from the untapped resource of educated young Africans and Asians within their own countries.
