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ACCOUNTING FOR MEDICAL CHARITY IN THE CONGO 

ACCA qualified accountant Ben Chris will be leaving his current job in Brussels in May to work for medical charity, Merlin as a Financial Controller in the Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) for one year.  

Merlin exists to provide an immediate and effective response to medical emergencies throughout the world.  Since 1994 DRC has been disrupted by constant and widespread conflict, which has created a lengthy and complex emergency situation.  Merlin’s response includes a number of initiatives in the more isolated areas in the East that are cut off from medical care.  Initiatives aim to reduce mortality by increasing access to preventative and curative treatment through the provision of essential drugs and equipment, training for medical staff and the provision of post-natal care.

Ben has five years experience of auditing small and medium sized companies, charities and trusts in a wide variety of business sectors.  It was his experience of auditing in the NGO sector during the last two years that gave him the desire to work in relief and development in the field.   

Ben says, “My previous job included a lot of work on audits of NGOs throughout Europe.  I found this work to be extremely interesting and am keen to now work within an NGO to experience life from the inside and apply the knowledge I have gained.”  

Ben was recruited by the Oxford based charity Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations) onto a register of finance professionals.  This register provides a resource to non-governmental organisations, like Merlin, to assist them in sourcing professional finance personnel to work in challenging field-based conditions.  Mango took the specific requirements of this particular post for Merlin and put forward a list of suitable candidates from the register, of which Ben Chris was found to be the best fit.   

Over the next year Ben will be tasked with ensuring that proper financial systems are maintained across the different Merlin sites in Eastern DRC.  He will prepare budgets, monitoring ongoing expenditure, prepare donor reports and will conduct regular internal audits of all field sites.  Ben will be learning how to apply his previous audit experience and language skills in a cross-cultural, challenging context in order to further Merlin’s work in the DRC.  
Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity, which puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

 

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.
 

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

See also www.mango.org.uk
 

Contact
For additional information on our placement service please contact the Field Placements Team on  01865 433342, or email cangood@mango.org.uk or lmarkby@mango.org.uk  
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