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ACCOUNTANT SENT TO CHAD TO SUPPORT THE EMERGENCY AID EFFORT FOR SUDANESE REFUGEES 

ACA accountant Ashley Sarangi is preparing to leave the UK for a 12-month assignment to support Oxfam’s emergency operations on the West Sudan border of Chad.  Over the last few months, an estimated one million people have left their homes in Darfur, West Sudan, fleeing fighting and danger. Oxfam’s programmes in the region are being scaled up massively to respond to this crisis.  Already significant resources have been allocated to the region and efforts are now being made to secure good quality people, like Ashley, to staff the programme.  

For the next 12 months Ashley will hold the position of Office Manager, through which he will provide essential finance and administration support to Oxfam’s programmes.  This will enable the organisation to maximise its efforts to support displaced people, in the construction of latrines and the provision of clean drinking water and washing facilities, to prevent the spread of disease.  

Ashley became an ACA accountant in 2001, having spent 3 years working for Deloitte and Touche in London.  In 2002 Ashley left his job to travel to Asia and work for 6 months as a Financial Technical Advisor for a Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) supporting women in Cambodia.  There he was responsible for the evaluation and improvement of the organisation’s financial and management systems.  On his return, Ashley decided to broaden his understanding of the development sector by studying for a Masters Degree in Development Studies from the London School of Economics.    

Having recently completed his degree, Ashley is now committed to using his financial management skills to support the relief and development sector.  He says, "I welcome the opportunity Mango and Oxfam are giving me to put my skills towards furthering human rights and development in the South." Ashley’s finance management, cross-cultural and language skills will all be put to the test in his position with Oxfam.  Ashley will experience first hand both the intense pressures and great rewards of working in an emergency environment.  

Ashley secured his contract through the placement service offered by the Oxford based charity, Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations). Mango’s register of finance professionals provides a resource to NGO’s (non-governmental organisations) such as Oxfam. Mango aims to assist NGOs in the recruitment of experienced finance and accountancy personnel, who are able and willing to work in challenging field-based conditions.
Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity, which puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.
Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

See also www.mango.org.uk
Contact

For additional information please contact Chloe Angood on cangood@mango.org.uk or 01865 433342. 
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