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 GLOBAL SUPPORT TO BURMESE REFUGEES IN THAILAND

Andy Watson, an ICAEW member with an extraordinary international career, is currently on an assignment in Thailand helping support a local NGO working with Burmese refugees.

Andy qualified as an accountant with ICAEW in 1977.  Soon after this he joined Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO) and was posted to Papua New Guinea (PNG) to work with the government, advising local businessmen on finance, management and business development.  Following his contract with VSO, Andy remained in the country and continued working with the government in a similar capacity for several years.  He then went on to work with various accounting firms in the country, including Coopers and Lybrand and later PricewaterhouseCoopers, specialising in the implementation and management of development projects in the region.  For three years he was the Finance and Administration Manager of an Australian Government funded scheme that provided financial and technical assistance for community based projects for up to 1000 community based organisations and NGOs throughout PNG.  

In 2003 Andy returned to the UK and contacted the Oxford based organisation Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations) to help him find more work with international relief and development organisations.  Mango aims to assist NGOs in the recruitment of experienced finance and accountancy personnel, who are able and willing to work in challenging field-based conditions.  

ICCO the Interchurch Organisation for Development Cooperation, based in the Netherlands, contacted Mango because they were looking for a high calibre financial management consultant to work with their partners in Thailand, and had recently heard about Mango’s services. 

Within a matter of weeks, Andy was on his way from his base in PNG to work with the Thai Burmese Border Consortium (TBBC) in Thailand. 

Herman Brouwer of ICCO says, “Mango has opened new reservoirs of professionals for ICCO.  We had tried regular advertising, including specialist job bulletins, without results.  Within one week Mango came with six high quality candidates for the job with TBBC in Thailand.  Their support to ICCO after we selected Andy Watson has been proactive and appropriate”

TBBC is a humanitarian organisation that works in Thailand with displaced people from Burma.  The organisation works to provide food, shelter and non-food items to 140,000 refugees living in 9 camps along the Thai Burma border.  The goal of TBBC is to respond to humanitarian needs, strengthen self-reliance and promote appropriate solutions to the issues faced by this displaced population.  TBBC is just one of the many non governmental organisations in Asia, Latin America, Eastern Europe, the Middle East and Central Asia that ICCO supports through the provision of finances and expertise.   

Andy’s three-month consultancy includes reviewing, developing and helping to implement appropriate financial controls and reporting so that TBBC can run its programme more effectively.

During Andy’s stay in Thailand, he will work closely with TBBC staff in Bangkok and the field sites to review existing systems and procedures, including budgeting, reporting, internal controls, logistics and administration.  He will design and help implement necessary changes to ensure that the organisation is meeting all local and donor requirements, and to enable it to operate in the most efficient and effective way.  

Andy says, “When I first arrived in Bangkok and on visiting one of the refugee camps, I was amazed by the sheer size and complexity of the operations of TBBC, and the professionalism with which its work is conducted. Caring for over 150,000 refugees living in many different and remote camps while ensuring that the reporting requirements of multiple donors are satisfied is a daunting task.”

“One of the biggest problems facing TBBC is the continuity and regularity of donor funds. Recent political developments in Burma (Myanmar) suggest that the repressive regime in that country is likely to persist and the number of refugees will continue to grow. TBBC will therefore need to ensure that existing and potential donors have confidence in its governance, accountability and reporting mechanisms. Recent improvements in this area will go a long way to provide that assurance; and refugees and displaced persons will continue to obtain the sustenance and shelter from TBBC they desperately need.”

 
Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity, which puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

 

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.
 

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

 

See also www.mango.org.uk
 

Contact

For additional information please contact Chloe Angood on cangood@mango.org.uk or 01865 433342. 
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