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ACCOUNTANT EXTENDS MERCY TO PEOPLE SUFFERING IN IRAQ

ICAEW accountant, Andrew Davies, was recently recruited by Mercy Corps to operate as their Finance Manager in Iraq for 12 months.  Andrew is now entering the second month of this position, which, so far, is proving to be an enormously exciting and rewarding experience.  

"Having been in the country for just a few weeks, I can see that one of the biggest challenges as Finance Manager is going to be finding the right balance between insisting on the correct authorisation, purchasing and compliance procedures, and waiving them in emergency situations, when the vulnerable and displaced beneficiaries need things bought for them immediately."

Mercy Corps is a US based not-for-profit organization that exists to alleviate suffering, poverty, and oppression by helping people to build secure, productive, and just communities.  Mercy Corps’s goal in Iraq is to work with conflict-affected communities to meet their urgent needs, while also providing a firm foundation for the future development of economic opportunities and civil society.  Mercy Corps’s programmes in the country include water and sanitation, health care, educational support, capacity building of local institutions, expansion of economic opportunities of local communities, the rebuilding of roads, restoring of electricity and improvement of infrastructure.  

Through his position as Finance Manager, Andrew will provide essential support to Mercy Corps’s programmes in the region.  Andrew will be responsible for the financial management of the Mercy Corps Middle East emergency operations, ensuring financial adherence with donor and Mercy Corps accounting, procurement and reporting requirements and financial accountability of Mercy Corps and its partners.  Key responsibilities will include managing Mercy Corps’s accounting staff and daily functions, developing and administering systems for internal control, providing monthly accounting reports and performing internal audits and reviews.   

Andrew became a chartered accountant in 1993 whilst working with Coopers and Lybrand in Cambridge.  Since this time Andrew has worked in various finance positions, including in Fiji with Coopers and Lybrand, and more recently with Oxfam as the Regional Finance and Procedures Officer for East and Central Africa.  In 2000 Andrew decided to settle in Italy for several years, teaching English to adults.  However, even during this time, Andrew’s desire to work in the relief and development sector never left him.  Thus, in July 2003 Andrew applied to become a member of Mango’s register of accountants.  

Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations) is an Oxford based charity that exists to improve the financial management of the relief and development sector. It provides a range of training courses, practical tools and networking opportunities to finance staff working in NGOs. Mango’s also runs a register of finance professionals providing a resource to NGO’s (non-governmental organisations) such as Mercy Corps. 

Mango aims to assist NGOs in the recruitment of experienced finance and accountancy personnel, like Andrew, who are able and willing to work in challenging field-based conditions.  
Andrew is set to have a life changing experience during his time in Iraq.  Before he left Andrew said,

"I’m really excited about it and curious to see what Iraq is really like up close. I’m sure we don’t get a very balanced view from the TV news!"

Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity, which puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.
Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

See also www.mango.org.uk
Contact

For additional information please contact Chloe Angood on cangood@mango.org.uk or 01865 433342. 
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