**** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE***
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two cima members JOIN OXFAM’s RANKS to support THE sudan crisis
Alec Lloyd and Diana Penn, both CIMA members, have recently joined Oxfam’s humanitarian team to provide finance management expertise to relief programmes around the world.  Alec and Diana will be sent on short term assignments, for up to three months at a time, to provide accountancy services to a range of programmes.  This month Alec and Diana will be sent on their first assignment, which is to support Oxfam’s humanitarian programme both on the Sudan and Chad side of the Darfur crisis.  

The United Nations has described the situation in Darfur as ‘the world’s worst humanitarian crisis’. More than one and a half million people are thought to have fled their homes – many having seen their families killed, abducted, abused or raped. The majority of these displaced people remain in Darfur, having sought shelter in camps, school buildings, or temporary shelters in existing villages. Many people have crossed the border into the remote, barren regions of Eastern Chad.  Those who fled often brought just the clothes they were wearing and are now living in terrible crowded and unhygienic conditions.  They estimate that up to 50,000 people have already died since the start of the conflict.  

The World Health Organisation reported that between June and August 2004 displaced people in North and West Darfur were dying at between three and six times the rate that is normal for people in Sudan.  The ‘temporary’ camps and shelters are likely to remain their homes for months to come. Oxfam is working within the camps in the Darfur region and in Chad, constructing latrines and providing clean drinking water and washing facilities, to prevent the spread of disease.  

Oxfam approached Mango in August of this year for help in recruiting two accounts to join their humanitarian team.  Mango is an Oxford based charity (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations) that aims to assist NGOs in the recruitment of experienced finance and accountancy personnel, who are able and willing to work in challenging field-based conditions.  Mango immediately put Oxfam in touch with Alec and Diana who were recruited and started their induction in November.   
Diana will be working in Sudan for 1 month, in the Western Darfur town of El Genina.  Alec will be located on the Chad side of the Darfur border, in Abeche, for 3 months.  Both will be tasked with setting up and running finance systems in order to account for the donor funding required for Oxfam’s activities and to help improve efficiency and effectiveness at this critical time.  

Diana qualified as an accountant with CIMA in 1978 and after this gained 15 years post qualification experience in offshore finance centres, including Bermuda and Guernsey.  She volunteered as an accountant for 9 months with Raleigh International in Chile and Costa Rica in 2002 during which time she gained valuable cross-cultural and team-building skills.  Diana joined Mango’s register in February of this year and is looking forward with excitement, and some trepidation, to her first assignment.  

Alec qualified as a management accountant in 1975 and has a wide range of commercial experience in the UK and overseas.  Alec joined Mango’s register in 2001 and soon after went on his first assignment with Concern for 2 years to Angola.  Following this he joined Merlin’s team as an accountant in Liberia for 6 months, from which he recently returned.  Alec is pleased to be now working for Oxfam’s humanitarian team.  

He says “I’m excited about the prospect of working on an aid programme on a much bigger scale to anything that I’ve done before – I don’t quite know what to expect, but am looking forward to the challenge”.   

Notes for editors:

Mango is a UK registered charity that puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board.

See also www.mango.org.uk.
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For additional information please contact Chloe Angood, on cangood@mango.org.uk or (01865) 433342  
