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BUILDING FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT CAPACITIES IN UGANDA

ACCA accountant Adam Vickers recently joined the international children’s charity, EveryChild, to work as a Finance Trainer in Uganda for six weeks.  The purpose of Adam’s position is to build the financial management capacity of the organisation’s partner project, Lodoi Development Fund (LDF) in that country.  

EveryChild is a UK-based organisation that works with some of the world’s most vulnerable and marginalised children to enable them to grow up free from disease, poverty and exploitation.  EveryChild works with children, communities and governments across 18 countries helping to ensure that children have access to education, healthcare and are able grow up in a loving family environment.  

LDF is a local organisation that was founded in 1998.  Together, EveryChild and LDF work with children in the Pallisa District of Uganda, in the centre of the country.  The programme contains several interlinking elements, including improving access to safe and clean water, health services, providing support to HIV infected and affected individuals and improving families’ abilities to secure an income through improved farming, crop diversification, agro-forestry and the establishment of a micro-finance initiative.

During his six-week placement, Adam will work with the LDF to build the capacity of the Finance Officer in his accounting, reporting and IT skills.  Adam will work to implement a computerised accounting package into the organisation, produce financial statements, cash flow and budgetary control and finalise a financial procedure manual.   Adam will also help to train non-finance staff within LDF in financial awareness and budget management.  Adam says,   

"It is a pleasure to have the opportunity to come out here and work with such dedicated people to help strengthen LDF's financial systems. This should ensure that they can effectively manage their growing portfolio of development activities and provide potential donors with assurance that the money will be wisely spent.”

Adam has had a keen interest in Africa since 1987, when he spent one month working as a volunteer helping to clear and fence a vegetable garden in a small village in the Gambia.  After sitting his A-levels he returned to that same village for one year to teach geography at the local school.  In 2002, after several years finance experience in the insurance and retail sectors in the UK, Adam qualified as an accountant with ACCA.  He then decided to head back to Africa to put his finance management skills to good use.  Adam’s first assignment was a two-year position with the international organisation, Merlin, as Regional Financial Controller for East Africa, based in Kenya.  After successfully completing this assignment in April 2004, Adam returned to the UK ready for a new opportunity.   

Adam secured his contract with EveryChild through the placement service offered by the Oxford based charity, Mango (Management Accounting for Non-Governmental Organisations). Mango’s register of finance professionals provides a resource to NGOs (non-governmental organisations) such as EveryChild. Mango aims to assist NGOs in the recruitment of experienced finance and accountancy personnel, who are able and willing to work in challenging field-based conditions.

Notes for editors

Mango is a UK registered charity, which puts accounting skills to use for international aid agencies like Oxfam and Christian Aid all round the world. Mango also works with smaller, local charities in places like Kenya, Thailand and Romania.

 

Mango runs a register of accountants who are placed to work with aid agencies in developing countries around the world. Mango also runs training courses for aid agency staff and provides related services such as publishing best practice guides.
 

Mango’s work helps aid agencies to make the best possible use of every pound they have. This means that agencies work more effectively, efficiently and accountably. Lord Joffe (ex chair of Oxfam) is chair of Mango’s board. See also www.mango.org.uk
 

Contact

For additional information on our placement service please contact Chloe Angood on cangood@mango.org.uk or 01865 433342. 

 
 

*********************************************************************

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

