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****FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE****

24 June 2005  

 

AAT AGAIN SPONSORS MANGO PRACTICAL FINANCIAL TRAINING IN ZAMBIA

The Association of Accounting Technicians (AAT) is sponsoring its fourth Mango practical financial training course for Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) in Zambia next month.

African NGOs play a significant role in contributing to social and economic development on the continent. Strengthening their financial management contributes to the development of strong economies and provides a climate of trust for inward investment. There is very little affordable, good quality, tailored financial management training available locally. AAT’s sponsorship will assist NGOs in Zambia to develop financial management skills needed to achieve their goals efficiently, effectively and accountably. 

The AAT sponsored 5-day practical financial management course in Lusaka is aimed at senior managers and finance staff of local NGOs wishing to expand their knowledge and understanding of financial management and the role it plays in successful NGO programme management.  The course provides a solid and practical introduction to financial management for NGOs.  It covers ‘the building blocks’ and tools of financial management: keeping and understanding accounts, financial planning and budgeting, internal control and audit, financial reporting and monitoring. It also looks at managing the important relationship with donors and how to integrate financial management into programme operations.
All members of Mango’s training team have practical financial management experience gained in the field with NGOs in the relief and development sector and considerable experience in delivering Mango’s financial management training to NGOs all over the world. 

Previous AAT sponsored courses have been well supported by local AAT members. For the 2005 course, AAT members working with NGOs will also be encouraged to offer to act as mentors to enhance the financial training for course participants.  The AAT is the only professional body for accounting technicians in Africa and currently has over 4700 members in over 20 countries across Africa with branches in Zambia and Botswana.
Alex Jacobs, Mango’s Director said “Mango is delighted to be working once again with the AAT to enable Zambian NGO staff to have the opportunity to develop their financial management skills. This training would have been unaffordable to these NGOs without AAT’s support. It will have a direct impact in improving efficiency, effectiveness and accountability for those NGOs.”

Notes to editors

The AAT was founded in 1980 and is the leading professional body for accounting technicians with a membership of over 105,000 worldwide.

Accounting technicians work in a wide range of roles operating and controlling the accounting function in organisations, large and small, in all industries and sectors. Some are self-employed and offer accounting services to small and medium sized enterprises.

The AAT is sponsored by four of the major accountancy bodies in the UK:

· The Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA)

· The Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales (ICAEW)

· The Chartered Institute of Management Accountants (CIMA)

· The Institute of Chartered Accountants of Scotland (ICAS)

Mango is a UK registered charity founded in 1999 and based in Oxford that exists to help NGOs work more efficiently, effectively and accountably. We work to strengthen their financial management, so that they can make the best use of every pound they are given. 

Mango is the centre of expertise for financial management in the NGO sector and is unique in its particular mission, providing:

· Practical training 

· Qualified financial staff

· Specialist tools and guides

· Consultancy services, including evaluations of major humanitarian relief programmes

· Forums for NGO staff to share their experience and identify good practice.

Mango works with all the major international NGOs in the UK, including household names such as: Oxfam, Save the Children, Christian Aid, ActionAid, the British Red Cross Society, CAFOD, Tearfund, World Vision and many others. We also work with a substantial and growing number of NGOs based in other countries, including both developing countries and donor countries. Recently we were awarded another contract by the European Community Humanitarian Office to work together with Oxfam to deliver training and tools for humanitarian relief work.
Contact

For more information about the AAT sponsored practical financial management course for NGOs (FM1) to be held in Lusaka, Zambia during the week commencing 25 July 2005 and to download a bursary application form, please visit Mango’s website www.mango.org.uk . 

For additional information about Mango’s training email: training@mango.org.uk 

For information about AAT, please contact Liz Howard, AAT Deputy Communications Manager – tel 020 7415 7680, fax 020 7415 7699 or email: liz.howard@aat.org.uk 

For information about AAT Zambia, please visit www.aat.co.uk/zambia/
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